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African Slave Trade: Student Analysis of Digital Primary Sources 

 

 Topic:  

¶ African Slave Trade in Colonial America  

 

 Recommended Grade Level:  

¶ Grade 5 
 

 Lesson Overview: 

¶ The purpose of this lesson is to provide students an opportunity to explore and analyze the African Slave Trade in 
Colonial America utilizing digital primary source images. Students will use a Student Analysis Guide to evaluate several 
different digital primary sources. As an assessment, students will write a reflective essay by making connections between 
their prior knowledge and newly acquired knowledge as well as the relevant primary source image. 

 

 Objective: 

¶ Students will use a Student Analysis Guide in order to observe, analyze, discuss and write about various digital primary 
source images which depict the African Slave Trade in Colonial America. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 5
th

 Grade Michigan Social Studies Content Expectations:   

  Era: U2 USHG ERA 2 ï Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

   U2.2 European Slave Trade and Slavery in Colonial America 

    (Analyze the development of the slave system in the Americas and its impact upon the life of Africans.) 

   5-U2.2.1  Describe Triangular Trade including: 

¶ The trade routes 

¶ The people and goods that were traded 

¶ The Middle Passage 

¶ Its impact on life in Africa 

 
 
 
  

 5
th

 Grade Common Core State Standards: 

  3-H3.0.1:  Identify questions historians ask in examining the past  

    (e.g., What happened? When did it happen? Who was involved? How and why did it happen?).  

 

 

 Time Required: 

¶ Initially, two to three 40 to 60 minutes periods per digital primary source image. 

¶ As students become adept at this process and more independent in their thinking, adjust the timeframe as needed. 

  

 



 

 Preparation: 

 

  Prior Knowledge- 

¶ Using non-primary sources, prepare students with a working knowledge of the American Colonial time period 

including the  Triangular Trade Route, Middle Passage and the American Colonial Slave Trade with regard to 

purchasing, transporting and selling of Africans as slaves. 

    1. The Student Evaluation Page will be used as thinking guide for each of the primary source images provided. In  

    addition, the Student Investigation Guide will be used as the structural format for each lesson. 

   2. Several images are provided and address different aspects of the African slave trade in Colonial America. 

   3. The initial lessons are to be heavily guided by the teacher. The teacher will take students through each section and  

    guide the discussion, thinking and writing process.  

   4. As students become adept at utilizing the investigative thinking and writing process as well as working with a partner  

    and sharing with the large group, the teacher will allow students to become self-directed in this process. 

 

 Materials- 

¶ Classroom textbooks, trade books, maps, etc. 

¶ Student Analysis Guide. See below. 

¶ One digital primary source image per lesson per student. See appendices A ï L. 

¶ One Writing Assessment Essay Rubric per student. See below. 

¶ One Writing Assessment Essay Page per student. See below.  

 

 



  

 Instruction Notes- 

¶ Initial lessons should be directly taught and modeled by the teacher.  

¶ As lessons progress over time, allow students the opportunity to process through this thinking  experience in an 

 independent fashion. 

   -Direct Instruction and Modeling 

   -Guided Practice 

   -Student Directed Learning 

 

¶ At the end of the Student Analysis Guide, give students the identifying information with regard to the image and 

discuss student thinking. 

¶ Utilize a Think-Pair-Share format. 

¶ Provide students the Writing Assessment Rubric with the Writing Assessment Page. 

 

 

 Extension Activities: 

¶ Compare and contrast two or more images. 

¶ Students research their own images to analyze. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Analysis Guide        Name __________________ # ______ 

             Date ___________________________ 

 
 

 
Observe: Silently, look at the primary source image. Look the entire image first. After you have studied the whole image, fold your 

paper into 4ths and look at each section. Make notes about your observations on the line provided. 
 
 
 
 A. What do you notice first? 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 B. Find something small, but interesting and describe it? 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 C. What do you notice, but didnôt expect to see? 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 D. What do you notice, but canôt explain? 
  
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
2. Share and discuss your observations with your partner? Write your thinking on the lines below. 
  

A. What do you notice now that you didnôt earlier?   
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

B. Choose an idea from(s) your notes to share with the class? Circle this idea(s) in your notes. 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 



Reflect: Answer questions 1-7 on your own. Write your thoughts down and then share your thinking with your  partner. Write down 

any new and/or additional ideas that you have as you discuss with your partner. 
 
1. Where do you think this source came from?   
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why do you think somebody made this item? 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
3. What do you think was happening when this source was made? 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Who do you think was the audience for this item? 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

5. What tool and/ or technology were used to create this item? 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why do you think this source is important? 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. If someone made this item today, what would be different? 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question:  With regard to this image, what do you wonder about? Write your personal wonderings  in the On Your Own  
   column and then discuss your wonderings with your partner and record your thinking in the After Discussion with  
   Your Partner column. 
 

 
 

Image Identification: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 On Your Own After Discussion with Your Partner 

   

Who?  

 

 

What?  

 

 

When?  

 

 

Where?  

 

 

Why?  

 

 

How?  

 

 



Writing Assessment Essay           Name ________________________ # ______ 

                 Date _________________________________ 

 

 

Content Rubric 

 

4 

 
   Demonstrates clear under-    
    standing of the Triangular    
    Trade Route including: 
 
   -  The Triangular Trade Route 
   -  The people and goods that   
      were traded 
   -  The Middle Passage 
   -  Its impact on life in Africa 

 
 

 
Clearly addresses the questions    
that historians ask in examining 
the past including: 

  
  -  What happened?  
   -  When did it happen?  
   -  Who was involved? 
   -  How and why did it happen? 

 

 

3 

 
Demonstrates  moderate            
understanding of the Triangular 
Trade Route  including: 

 -  The Triangular Trade Route 
 -  The people and goods that   
     were traded 
 -  The Middle Passage 

   -  Its impact on life in Africa 
 
 
 
Somewhat addresses the  
questions  that historians ask in  
examining the past   including: 
 

   -  What happened?  
   -  When did it happen?  
   -  Who was involved? 
   -  How and why did it happen? 

 

 

2 

 
Demonstrates partial  under- 
standing of the Triangular Trade 
Route including: 

 -  The Triangular Trade Route 
 -  The people and goods that   
     were traded 
 -  The Middle Passage 

   -  Its impact on life in Africa 
 
 
 
Partially addresses the  
questions  that historians ask in  
examining the past   including: 
 

   -  What happened?  
   -  When did it happen?  
   -  Who was involved? 
   -  How and why did it happen? 

 

1 

 
Demonstrates minimal 
understanding of the Triangular 
Trade Route including: 
 
 -  The Triangular Trade Route 
 -  The people and goods that   
     were traded 
 -  The Middle Passage 

   -  Its impact on life in Africa 
 
 
 
Minimally addresses the  
questions  that historians ask in  
examining the past   including: 
 

   -  What happened?  
   -  When did it happen?  
   -  Who was involved? 
   -  How and why did it happen? 

 

0 

 
Demonstrates no understanding  
of the Triangular Trade Route 
including: 
 
 -  The Triangular Trade Route 
 -  The people and goods that   
     were traded 
 -  The Middle Passage 

   -  Its impact on life in Africa 
 
 
 
Does not address the questions  
that historians ask in  examining 
the past   including: 
 

   -  What happened?  
   -  When did it happen?  
   -  Who was involved? 
   -  How and why did it happen? 

 

 

 



Writing Assessment Essay          Name ________________________ # ______ 

                 Date _________________________________ 

 

 Topic: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Primary Source: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Directions: Use the primary source image and your notes to write a reflection with regard to what you have learned. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  



Appendix Description 

A World Map 1795 

B Two views of the Gold Coast of Africa: "Prospect of the Coast from Elmina to Mowri", showing slaves being loaded on 
ship in foreground; "Prospect of St. Georges Castle at Elmina" 

C A Slave-dealer and his customer in Africa. 

D Captives in African village being sent into slavery. 

E Stowage of the British slave ship "Brookes" under the regulated slave trade act of 1788. 

F Print shows African men, women and many children. In the background, two British sailors. 

G Drawing shows slaves disembark a ship at a slave auction on the docks in Charleston, South Carolina. 

H Slave pen, Alexandria, Va. Interior view of a slave pen, showing the doors of cells where the slaves were held before 
being sold. 

I Photograph of newspaper advertisement from the 1780s(?) for the sale of slaves at Ashley Ferry outside of 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

J An abolitionist print possibly engraved in 1830, but undocumented aside from the letterpress text which appears on an 
accompanying sheet. 

K Captured Africans were sold at auction as "chattel," like inanimate property or animals. Many literate ex-slaves 
discussed the degradation and humiliation they felt when they were treated like "cattle." 

L A slave father sold away from his family. 
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