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Students will travel through time to Jamestown, Virginia. Once there, students will
discover the events which helped establish Jamestown as England’s first successful
settlement in the New World.
Overview/ Materials/Historical Background/LOC Resources/Standards/
Procedures/Evaluation/Rubric/Handouts/Extension

Overview
Objectives

Essential Questions

Recommended time frame
Grade level
Curriculum fit
Materials
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Students will
 Analyze various primary resources from the
Library of Congress
 Identify developments in the establishment of
Jamestown.
 Summarize three (3) key events that helped the
colony survive.
 What challenges did the English face in the
establishment of Jamestown?
 How did the English overcome the challenges in
Jamestown?
Two- 45 minute class periods
5th grade
Integrated U.S. History
Teacher’s Guide - Analyzing Maps
Teacher’s Guide – Analyzing Photographs and Prints
Primary Source Analysis Tool
Map of Virginia
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Pocahontas and John Rolfe Wedding
Prezi Presentation
3x5 Note cards
Social Studies Journal
Pencil
Projector or Document Camera
Internet Access
LOC.gov

Michigan State Learning Standards
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Social Studies:
 U2. 1: Describe significant developments in the
Southern colonies, including:
o 1.B Establishment of Jamestown
Language Arts:
 CCSS.5.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts
to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Procedures
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Day One:
 To begin the lesson, provide a copy of the Map of
Virginia as well as the Primary Source Analysis
Tool. Use the Teacher’s Guide - Analyzing Maps to
guide students through their analysis in pairs.
 Discuss student’s analysis and then explain that this
is a Map of Virginia which was created by John
Smith.
 Point out the location of Jamestown and explain that
today students will learn more about the
development of Jamestown, through looking at
primary source documents.
 Remind students that primary sources are sources
such as maps, documents, images, etc. that have
been created during the time being investigated.
 In addition, remind students that England had
already endured two failed attempts at settlement.
Lack of supplies, poor leadership and conflicts with
the Natives all led to the Roanoke settlements
failure.
 Tell students, “Today, we will examine some
primary sources to see what challenges the
Jamestown settlement faced.”
 Have students look back at the Map of Virginia, ask,
“What do you think of the location of Jamestown?”
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Is this a good place to build a settlement…why/why
not?”
Guide students to understand that the settlers chose
this location because it was hidden from passing
Spanish ships. This was a good thing. However,
it’s also located in a swamp where drinking water is
poor and crops did not grow well. This was a bad
thing.
Next, display a copy of the Pocahontas Saves
Smith’s Life document. Ask students to examine
the document and consider what it describes. Next,
display the Pocahontas Saves John Smith’s Life
image. Ask students, “What do these two
documents taken together tell us about the
Jamestown settler’s relationship with the Natives?”
“Is it similar to or different from the relationship
Roanoke settlers had with the Native Americans?”
Guide students to understand that the relationship
between Jamestown settlers and the Powhatan
Indians was mixed. At times they worked together
and at times they were at odds. The relationship
deteriorated over time.
Finally, display the Starving Time document. Direct
students attention to the fourth paragraph. Have
students read and discuss with a partner what they
believe the text is describing. Discuss student ideas.
Guide students to understand that this describes the
“starving time”, a period during the settlement of
Jamestown when almost 90% of the population died
due to starvation relating to poor relations with the
Native Americans, poor preparation for winter and
disease.
To end the day’s lesson, distribute note cards to
students. Students must write three challenges
settlers faced in the settlement of Jamestown.
Collect the cards for formative assessment.

Day Two:
 To begin the lesson, display four challenges faced
by the Jamestown settlers. Have students write on
their whiteboards the letter corresponding to the
challenge which does not belong.
 Clarify for those students who were not sure, that
Jamestown settlers suffered from poor relations with
Native Americans, a lack of preparedness and
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disease. These are all similar to the challenges faced
by Roanoke settlers.
Explain to students that the difference between
Roanoke and Jamestown is that Jamestown DOES
go on to become the first permanent English
settlement in North America. How?
Explain to students that today, we’ll be examining
some primary source documents that will help us
understand what happening in Jamestown that was
different.
Display a copy of the John Smith image. Ask
students who this person might be.
Allow students to share their ideas and then explain
that this is an image of John Smith, a leader who
helped save Jamestown.
Next, help students to understand that
Have students write in their Social Studies journal a
prediction on how John Smith was able to get
everyone to do their share.
Say to students, “Now, let’s examine another
primary source and see if we can determine how
John Smith was able to get everyone to do their
share”.
Display the History of Virginia document. Have
students read and discuss with a partner what they
believe the text is describing.
Guide students to understand that John Smith is
telling all the people of the Jamestown settlement,
royalty included, that if they do not work, they do
not eat. This is an example of John Smith’s strong
leadership abilities which helped the Jamestown
settlement survive.
Next, provide a copy of the image of John Rolfe and
Pocahontas wedding. Have students use the Primary
Source Analysis Tool. Use the Teacher’s Guide –
Analyzing Photographs and Prints to guide students
through their analysis in pairs.
Discuss student’s ideas, and then guide students to
understand that this was Pocahontas marrying a man
by the name of John Rolfe. John Rolfe became a
very important person in Jamestown. Not only did
he marry Pocahontas which helped improve the
relationship between the Powhatan Indians and
Jamestown settlers, but he also developed a popular
blend of tobacco which became a huge cash crop for
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Evaluation

Jamestown and ultimately helped the settlement
flourish.
Display a copy of John Rolfe’s report to Sir Edwin
Sandys declaring the abundance of tobacco in the
colony. Ask students, “What in this document
seems important to you?” Guide students to
understand that tobacco plantations, while saving the
Jamestown settlement, would go on to become the
source of African enslavement in the South.
Finally, display the records of the Virginia Company
page 153. Ask students to read the page and discuss
with their partner what they believe the page is
describing. Discuss student’s ideas and guide them
to understand that this document describes the
formation of the first representative government in
North America. This not only helped Jamestown
progress as a settlement but would plant the seeds of
liberty which would eventually result in a revolution
over 250 years later.
Back to Navigation Bar

The students will be evaluated based on the following
criteria:
 Participation in class discussion (25 pts)
 Completion of Analysis worksheets (25 points)
 RAFT Assignment - Paragraph demonstrates
understanding of significant events in the
development of Jamestown. (50 points)

Extension
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Possible extensions:
 Students could form a group, choose a particular
event, write a script and act out a play of the
particular event in front of the class.
 Students could research Jamestown on the
Internet and create a timeline which details the
important events as they occur.
 Students could read Ch. 17 in “Blood on the
River” by Elisa Carbone. After watching the
Disney movie “Pocahontas”, have students
compare/contrast the fictional Pocahontas to the
one in the book. Explain possible reasons for the
discrepancies.
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Back to Navigation Bar

By the early 1600’s, European exploration of the New World was in full swing. In fact,
the European powers of Spain, England and France had been exploring the New World
for over 100 years. While these three powers insatiable desire for gold, spices and a trade
route to India is what originally led them to the new world, other factors such as
mercantilism, religious aspirations and opportunity resulted in these countries pursuing
the establishment of permanent settlements in North America. Spain accomplished this
goal first by establishing settlements in the southern portion of North America in what is
now present day Florida. France was next and established settlements along the St.
Lawrence river into the Great Lakes region and Canada. This left the middle portion of
North America, along the eastern seaboard, from present day Massachusetts to present
day Georgia open to English settlement.
Although the area available to England for settlement was vast and rich in natural
resources, there was a wide array of challenges that marred English settlement for many
years. Beginning with the first attempt by England to settle in Roanoke Island in 1585,
leaders were unkind to the Native Americans and quickly fell out of favor with them.
Without Native American assistance, settlers quickly realized they were ill prepared and
returned to England the following year. In July of 1587, another attempt was made to
settle in Roanoke. This time, the Native Americans were more hostile and within a
couple months, supplies were again needed. Governor John White returned to England
for supplies but his return was delayed due to England’s war with Spain. When he could
finally return to Roanoke in 1590, the settlement was deserted. Finally, in 1607, England
made a third attempt at creating a permanent settlement in North America.
Additional Resources


http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/jamestown/pd
f/teacher_guide.pdf



http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/may14.html



http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/today/sep10.html
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Primary Resources from the Library of Congress
Back to Navigation Bar

Image

Description
Map of
Virginia /
discovered
and
described by
Captayn
John Smith,
1606 ;
graven by
William
Hole.

Text
describing
Pocahontas
saving John
Smith’s life.

Citation
URL
Smith, John, and
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.
William Hole. Virginia. gmd/g3880.ct000377
1624.
Library of Congress
Geography and Map
Division,
Washington, D.C. Web.
26 July 2012.
<http://memory.loc.gov/
cgi-bin/map_image.pl?
data=/home/www/data/g
md/gmd388/g3880/g388
0
/ct000377.jp2&x=2497
&y=1924&res=4&width
=
312&height=240&lastre
s=4&jpegLevel=80>.
http://memory.loc.go
The Capital and the
v/cgiBay: Narratives of
bin/ampage?collId=lh
Washington and the
bcb&fileName=0262
Chesapeake Bay
a/lhbcb0262a.db&rec
Region, ca. 1600-1925,
Num=140
pg. 101
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Image
depicting
Pocahontas
saving John
Smith’s life

Text
describing
the starving
time.

Pocahontas saving the
life of Capt. John Smith
Library of Congress
Prints and Photographs
Division Washington,
D.C. 20540
USA3a52041
The Capital and the
Bay: Narratives of
Washington and the
Chesapeake Bay
Region, ca. 1600-1925,
pg. 17 of 68

The Thomas Jefferson
A portion of Papers Series 8. Virginia
John Rolfe’s Records Manuscripts.
report to Sir 1606-1737.
Edwin
Susan Myra Kingsbury,
Sandys in
editor. Records of the
1619 relating Virginia Company,
to the
1606-26, Volume III:
abundance of Miscellaneous Records
tobacco.
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ms
s/mtj.mtjbib026605
Image of
Capt. John Smith, 1580Capt. John
1631 Library of
Smith
Congress Prints and
Photographs Division
Washington, D.C. 20540
USA

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.
pnp/cph.3a52041

http://memory.loc.go
v/cgibin/ampage?collId=lh
bcb&fileName=7018
c/lhbcb7018c.db&rec
Num=24

http://memory.loc.go
v/cgibin/ampage?collId=m
tj8&fileName=mtj8pa
gevc03.db&recNum=
267

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.
pnp/cph.3b03071
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Text
describing
John Smith’s
declaration
that if the
settlers do
not work,
they do not
eat.

Text
describing
the
formation of
the House of
Burgesses.

Image
showing the
wedding of
John Rolfe
and
Pocahontas

The Capital and the
Bay: Narratives of
Washington and the
Chesapeake Bay
Region, ca. 1600-1925
The generall historie of
Virginia, New England
& the Summer Isles,
together with The true
travels, adventures and
observations, and A sea
grammar /
The Thomas Jefferson
Papers Series 8. Virginia
Records Manuscripts.
1606-1737.
Susan Myra Kingsbury,
editor. Records of the
Virginia Company,
1606-26, Volume III:
Miscellaneous Records

http://memory.loc.go
v/cgibin/ampage?collId=lh
bcb&fileName=0262
a/lhbcb0262a.db&rec
Num=223

Title: The wedding of
Pocahontas with John
Rolfe / Geo Spohni.
Date Created/Published:
Philadelphia: Published
by Joseph Hoover, 719
Samson St., c1867.

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.
pnp/cph.3a08570

http://memory.loc.go
v/cgibin/ampage?collId=m
tj8&fileName=mtj8pa
gevc03.db&recNum=
176
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R.A.F.T. Rubric
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4

Content

3

2

1

Students’
Students’
Students’
Students’
writing
writing
writing
writing
demonstrates
discusses three discusses two
discusses one
very little
(3) of the
(2) of the
(1) of the
understanding
significant
significant
significant
of the
events in the
events in the
events in the
significant
development of development of development of
events in the
Jamestown.
Jamestown.
Jamestown.
development of
Jamestown.

Format

Student’s
writing conveys
information in
accordance
with all three
(3) of their
chosen voice,
audience and
format.

Student’s
writing conveys
information in
accordance
with two (2) of
their chosen
voice, audience
and format.

Student’s
writing conveys
information in
accordance
with one (1) of
their chosen
voice, audience
and format.

Student’s
writing does
not convey
information in
accordance
with their
chosen voice,
audience and
format.

Conventions

Student’s
writing
contains no
spelling,
capitalization,
punctuation or
grammar
errors.

Student’s
writing
contains less
than 3-5
spelling,
capitalization,
punctuation or
grammar
errors.

Student’s
writing
contains less
than 6-8
spelling,
capitalization,
punctuation or
grammar
errors.

Student’s
writing
contains more
than 9 or more
spelling,
capitalization,
punctuation or
grammar
errors.

Effort

Student’s
writing
demonstrates
exceptional
effort and
creativity.

Student’s
writing
demonstrates
good effort and
creativity.

Student’s
writing
demonstrates
fair effort and
creativity.

Student’s
writing
demonstrates
poor effort and
creativity.
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Handouts
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Jamestown RAFT Assignment
50 points
Directions: Choose one (1) item from each of the Role, Audience, Format and Topic
tables below. Once you’ve formed a combination, complete the writing assignment in
the format chosen, using the space provided below.
Role

Audience

Format

Topic

Reporter
Eyewitness
Tree
Artist

Peers
Teachers
Martians
Justin Bieber

Poem
Letter
Poster
Song

Three Significant events
in Jamestown history
which led to its survival.
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Which of the following was NOT one of the
challenges faced by early settlers in
Jamestown?
A. Poor Native American relations.
B. Poor preparation for winter.
C. Conflicts with Spanish.
D. Disease caused by poor drinking water.

