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)Battle of Buena Vista. Fought Feby. 23rd, 1847.  
In which the American Army under Gel. Taylor 
were completely victorious http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3g02957 

 
Students will analyze both anti-Mexican American War sentiment and pro-Mexican 
American War sentiment and determine how it affected public perceptions of the war.  
Students will also express their opinions on the legitimacy of the war. 
 

Overview/ Materials/Historical Background/LOC Resources/Standards/ 
Procedures/Evaluation/Rubric/Handouts/Extension 

 

Overview Back to Navigation Bar 
Objectives Students will: 

• View varied primary sources that present both pro-
Mexican War sentiment as well as anti-Mexican 
War viewpoints. 

• Develop perspectives on how the authors of each 
primary source viewed the war and the participants 
in the conflict. 

• Critically analyze each source and develop their own 
perspective on the legitimacy of the conflict. 

• Answer the following essential questions: 
1. How did opponents of the war view the conflict? 
2. How did supporters of the war with Mexico 
perceive the conflagration? 
3. After analyzing the primary sources, how do you, 
as a student, perceive the war? 

Recommended time frame Five 55-minute classes 
Grade level 8th Grade 
Curriculum fit U.S. History 
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Materials • The thirteen primary documents/images provided in 
this lesson plan.  Ideally these will be provided in 
one stapled packet. 

• The American Journey textbook 
• Historical Document Analysis Sheet 
• Assorted Rubrics 
1. Historical Document Rubric 
2. Historical Document Presentation Rubric 
3. Poster and Presentation Rubric 

• White paper for student poster 
 

Michigan State Learning Standards Back to Navigation Bar 
 U.S. History: 

8 – U4.2.3 Westward Expansion – The learner will 
explain the expansion, conquest, and settlement of the 
West through the . . . Mexican-American War, and the 
idea of Manifest Destiny. (E2.1) (National Geography 
Standard 6, p. 154) 
 
8 – U6.2.1 United States History Investigation Topic 
and Issue Analysis, Past and Present – 
The learner will use historical perspectives to analyze 
issues in the United States from the past and the present; 
conduct research on a historical issue or topic, identify a 
connection to a contemporary issue, 
and present findings (e.g., oral, visual, video, or 
electronic presentation, persuasive essay, or research 
paper); include causes and consequences of the 
historical action and predict possible consequences 
of the contemporary action. (National Geography 
Standards 9 and 10, pp. 160 and 162) 
  

Procedures Back to Navigation Bar 
 Day One: 

• Have students read aloud in class textbook pages 
370 “Americans Eye California”, 372 “War with 
Mexico” and “The Outbreak of War”.  Reading 
should end prior to “Polk’s War Plan.” 

• Ask entire class, for participation points, the 
questions from the overhead handout entitled, “War 
with Mexico.”  Solicit several answers for each 
question. 

• Introduce Historical Document Sheet/Rubric.  
Explain how students will use sheet with a partner to 
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analyze each primary document and how they will 
be graded. 

• Pass out primary documents packet to each student.  
Students will work on analysis the remainder of the 
hour but not for homework as they will return 
packets.  Students will either analyze pro-Mexican 
War images and document or anti-Mexican War 
images and documents 

Day Two: 
• Pass out primary documents packet to each student.  

Students will work on analysis the remainder of the 
hour and are required to finish before the end.  
Historical Document sheets will be turned in for 
overnight analysis and grading. 

Day Three: 
• Pass back Historical Document sheets to each 

student group.  Students will be randomly selected 
to analyze one of the documents/images they 
reviewed.  Finish all presentations by the end of the 
hour. 

Day Four: 
• Pass out blank 8 x 12 white sheets of paper and 

“War with Mexico?” rubric.  Students groups will 
use rest of hour to create a small image poster 
representing their views on the legitimacy of the 
Mexican-American War.  Posters will be turned in 
tomorrow. 

Day Five: 
• Students will present posters to class along with 

their rationale for their opinion regarding the 
Mexican-American War. 

 
 

Evaluation Back to Navigation Bar 
 Students will be evaluated on the following criteria: 

• Completed Historical Document Analysis Sheets (6) 
• Completed Historical Document Presentation  (1) 
• Completed War with Mexico? Poster and 

Presentation. 
 

Extension                                                        Back to Navigation Bar 
 • Students will discuss the current war in Afghanistan 

by analyzing a political cartoon on the subject. 
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Historical Background  
Back to Navigation Bar 

 

The Mexican–American War, also known as the Mexican War or the U.S.–Mexican War, 
was an armed conflict between the United States of America and the United Mexican 
States from 1846 to 1848 in the wake of the 1845 U.S. annexation of Texas, which 
Mexico considered part of its territory despite the 1836 Texas Revolution. 

Combat operations lasted a year and a half, from spring 1846 to fall 1847. American 
forces quickly occupied New Mexico and California, then invaded parts of Northeastern 
Mexico and Northwest Mexico; meanwhile, the Pacific Squadron conducted a blockade, 
and took control of several garrisons on the Pacific coast further south in Baja California. 
Another American army captured Mexico City, and the war ended in victory for the U.S. 

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo specified the major consequence of the war: the forced 
Mexican Cession of the territories of Alta California and New Mexico to the U.S. in 
exchange for $15 million. In addition, the United States assumed $3.25 million of debt 
owed by the Mexican government to U.S. citizens. Mexico accepted the loss of Texas 
and thereafter cited the Rio Grande as its national border. 

American territorial expansion to the Pacific coast had been the goal of President James 
K. Polk, the leader of the Democratic Party. However, the war was highly controversial 
in the U.S., with the Whig Party and anti-slavery elements strongly opposed. Heavy 
American casualties and high monetary cost were also criticized. The political aftermath 
of the war raised the slavery issue in the U.S., leading to intense debates that pointed to 
civil war; the Compromise of 1850 provided a brief respite. 

In Mexico, terminology for the war include primera intervención estadounidense en 
México (United States' First Intervention in Mexico), invasión estadounidense a México 
(United States' Invasion of Mexico), and guerra del 47 (The War of 1847). 
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Primary Resources from the Library of Congress 
Image Description Citation Perm URL 

Battle of Buena Vista. 
Fought Feby. 23rd, 1847. 
In which the American 
Army under Gel. Taylor 
were completely 
victorious 

 

Published by 
Currier & Ives, 
c1847. 
Library of 
Congress Prints 
and Photographs 
Division 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/i
tem/94505117/ 
 

 

Image - Group of people 
on porch of the American 
Hotel reading news of the 
Mexican War. 

Jones, Alfred 
Mexican News 
1851 Library of 
Congress Prints 
and Photographs 
Division 
Washington, 
D.C. Web 16 
January, 2013 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/res
ource/pga.03891/ 

 

Manuscript – Frederick 
Douglas’ viewpoint on 
the then current war 
with Mexico, page 1 

Douglas, 
Frederick War 
with Mexico, 
North Star 1848 
Library of 
Congress, 
Manuscript 
Division, 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 16 January, 
2013 

http://www.loc.gov/resource/
mfd.21018/ 

 

Manuscript – Frederick 
Douglas’ viewpoint on 
the then current war 
with Mexico, page 2 

Douglas, 
Frederick War 
with Mexico, 
North Star 1848 
Library of 
Congress, 
Manuscript 
Division, 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 16 January, 
2013 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/mss/mf
d/21/21018/0002.gif 
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Image - “Volunteers for 
Texas. As you were” A 
scornful portrayal of the 
poor caliber of American 
volunteers for the Mexican 
War.  

 

Odham, Thomas 
1846 
Library of 
Congress Prints 
and Photographs 
Division 
Washington, 
D.C. 20540 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/
pnp/cph/3a00000/3a05000/3a
05100/3a05100_150px.jpg 

 

Image – The issue 
joined, a political 
cartoon about the 
Mexican-American War 

Robinson, H.R. 
1846 
Library of 
Congress Prints 
and Photographs 
Division 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 USA 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.
print 
 

 

Image - A caricature of 
Democratic candidate Lewis 
Cass, a general in the War of 
1812, suggesting that his 
expansionist leanings would 
lead the United States into 
war.  

Currier, Nathaniel 
l848 Library of 
Congress Prints and 
Photographs 
Division 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 USA 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/
pnp/cph/3a10000/3a13000/3a
13200/3a13200_150px.jpg 

Image - A new rule in 
algebra. Five from three 
and one remains!! or 
"The three Mexican 
prisoners, having but 
one leg between them 
all!" 

Published by E. 
Jones & G.W. 
Newman, 128 
Fulton St., N.Y., 
c1846. Library of 
Congress Prints and 
Photographs 
Division 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 USA 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/r
esource/cph.3a12358/ 
 

 

Image - "A little more grape 
Capt. Bragg"--General 
Taylor at the Battle of Buena 
Vista, Feb. 23d, 1847 
General Taylor on 
horseback, in midst of battle 
scene. 

Currier, Nathaniel 
l847 
Library of Congress 
Prints and 
Photographs 
Division 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 USA 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/
pnp/cph/3b50000/3b50000/3
b50600/3b50648_150px.jpg 
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Text - The storming of 
Chapulapec, a song of 
war  Page 1 

 

E. Ferrett and 
Co., 1848 
Library of 
Congress. Music 
Division. 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/mussm:
@field(NUMBER+@band(s
m1848+450250)) 
 

 

Text - The storming of 
Chapulapec, a song of 
war  Page 2 

 

E. Ferrett and 
Co., 1848 
Library of 
Congress. Music 
Division. 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/mussm:
@field(NUMBER+@band(s
m1848+450250)) 
 

 

Image - Panorama of 
the seat of war : bird's 
eye view of Texas and 
part of Mexico 

Bachmann, John 
1861 
Library of 
Congress 
Geography and 
Map Division 
Washington, D.C. 
20540-4650 dcu 

http://www.loc.gov/item/200
5630920 

 

Text – James K. Polk’s 
proclamation of war 
with Mexico 

Polk, James K.1846 
Library of Congress 
Prints and 
Photographs 
Division 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 USA 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=rbpe&file
Name=rbpe19/rbpe198/1980
0400/rbpe19800400.db&rec
Num=0 
 

Text - Bulletin by 
telegraph to "Union," 
Washington To the editor 
of the Union: New 
Orleans, Sept. 26, 1847. 

Washington, 
1847 Library of 
Congress Prints and 
Photographs 
Division 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 USA 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:
@field(NUMBER+@band(r
bpe+19802800))</permanent
_url>--> 
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Image - Battle of 
Monterey--The 
Americans forcing their 
way to the main plaza 
Sept. 23th 1846 
 

Currier, 
Nathaniel 1846 
Library of Congress 
Prints and 
Photographs 
Division 
Washington, D.C. 
20540 USA 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph
.3b53146 
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Rubric 
Back to Navigation Bar 

 
Historical Document Rubric 

 
 0 1          2         3 4          5         6 7         8          9 10       11      12 
Legibility, 
grammar, and 
spelling 

Not completed 
or very poorly 
done 

Legibility is a 
major issue 
and grammar 
and/or 
spelling 
mistakes hurt 
piece 

Some 
legibility 
issues and/or 
grammar and 
spelling 
mistakes that 
hinder piece 
somewhat 

Mostly legible 
with a few 
grammar and 
spelling 
mistakes 

Very legible 
and little in 
the way of 
grammar or 
spelling 
mistakes 

Completeness 
of analysis 

Not completed 
or very poorly 
done 

Analysis is 
very lacking 
in several 
areas 

Analysis is 
lacking in 
several areas 

Mostly 
complete 
analysis 

Very complete 
analysis 

 
Average grade received = ___________   Grade out of 50 possible points = ___________ 

 
Student Names: __________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Historical Document Presentation Rubric 

 0 1          2         3 4          5         6 7         8          9 10       11      12 
Eye Contact, 
Voice, and 
articulation 

Not completed 
or very poorly 
done 

Students have 
little eye 
contact, are 
difficult to 
hear, and 
have a lot of 
articulation 
issues 

Students have 
a little 
difficulty with 
eye contact, 
are a little 
difficult to 
hear, and 
have some 
articulation 
issues 

Students have 
mostly good 
eye contact, 
are easy to 
hear, and 
have a few 
articulation 
issues 

Students have 
very good eye 
contact, are 
very easy to 
hear, and 
have few 
articulation 
issues 

 
Average grade received = ___________   Grade out of 50 possible points = ___________ 

 
Student Names: __________________________________________________________ 
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War with Mexico? Poster Presentation Rubric 
 

 0 1          2         3 4          5         6 7         8          9 10       11      12 
Eye Contact, 
Voice, and 
articulation 

Not completed 
or very poorly 
done 

Students have 
little eye 
contact, are 
difficult to 
hear, and 
have a lot of 
articulation 
issues 

Students have 
a little 
difficulty with 
eye contact, 
are a little 
difficult to 
hear, and 
have some 
articulation 
issues 

Students have 
mostly good 
eye contact, 
are easy to 
hear, and 
have a few 
articulation 
issues 

Students have 
very good eye 
contact, are 
very easy to 
hear, and 
have few 
articulation 
issues 

Rationale for 
the images 
and words on 
student poster 

Not completed 
or very poorly 
done 

Students 
needed to give 
much more 
details and 
rationale for 
their 
viewpoints 
and images on 
poster 

Students 
needed to give 
more details 
and rationale 
for their 
viewpoints 
and images on 
poster 

Students give 
mostly 
detailed and 
persuasive 
rationale for 
their 
viewpoints 
and images on 
poster 

Students give 
very detailed 
and 
persuasive 
rationale for 
their 
viewpoints 
and images on 
poster 

 
Average grade received = ___________   Grade out of 50 possible points = ___________ 

 
Student Names: __________________________________________________________ 
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Handouts 
 

 
 

Battle of Buena Vista. Fought Feby. 23rd, 1847. In which the American Army under Gel. 
Taylor were completely victorious 
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Mexican News



 

 

 

    
 
   Frederick Douglas viewpoint 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

    
 
 
   Frederick Douglas viewpoint 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  
 
  -““““Volunteers for Texas. As you were” A scornful portrayal of the poor caliber of American volunteers for the Mexican 
War. The print evidently appeared at the outset of the conflict, as the Library's impression was deposited for copyright on May 13, 
the day on which President Polk signed the proclamation of war. News of Gen. Zachary Taylor's initial engagement with enemy 
troops near the Rio Grande River first reached Washington on Saturday, May 9, prompting mass enlistments for the popular cause 
of protecting the newly annexed Texas territory. A large percentage of the enlistees were Irish immigrants, most of them 
inexperienced militarily. The artist shows an awkward group of volunteers standing at attention before a young, chinless, and 
obviously untested officer who regards them through a monocle. The officer is dressed in a neat uniform, while all but one of the 
volunteers wear civilian clothes. The sole enlistee in uniform holds a parasol instead of a musket 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    



 

 

  
 
 Summary: An indignant James K. Polk takes issue with Massachusetts senator Daniel Webster's public attacks 

on his Texas policy. In 1844 Webster had been opposed to the annexation of Texas and in 1846 he criticized 
attacked the war with Mexico over Texas as highly unjustifiable. Webster's first public speech on the war was 
made in late June, and the print probably did not appear before that. In the center, Polk (left) confronts 
Webster, warning, "If you say the Mexican War is a War of my own makeing you tell a falshood!" Raising his 
fists, Webster retorts, "I did say it & say it again!" To the left of Polk stand Thomas Ritchie and James Watson 
Webb, newspaper editors supporting the administration. Webb holds a bottle of "Tom and Jerry" and a sponge, 
commenting, "Principles, not men!" The Whig editor had opposed the annexation of Texas, but once hostilities 
commenced he urged military action to bring about a speedy termination. Webb's insistence on "principles" 
reflects his uneasiness in an alliance with a Democratic administration which stood to gain politically from the 
conflict. Ritchie reassures Polk, "In Union [a double entendre referring to his newspaper the "Washington 
Union&1] there is strength, Nous Verrons!" To the right of Webster stand an unidentified man (probably 
another journalist) and Horace Greeley, editor of the New York "Tribune."Greeley, who was severely critical 
of Polk's policies, holds a bottle of "Lemon Soda" and (like Webb) a sponge, and remarks, "I wish Dan had 
eaten more Graham bread he's too fat for Polk!" (Graham bread was a well-known Greeley dietary preference.) 
The unidentified man remarks, "A Daniel come to blows, if not Judgment." The sponges and bottles are 
apparently intended for the relief of the fighters, much as the port and the "Old Monongohala Whiskey" figured 
in Anthony Imbert's "Set to between Old Hickory and Bully Nick"(no. 1834-4), on which "The Issue 
Joined"seems to be based. The precise significance of the "Tom & Jerry" and "Lemon Soda" is unclear. "The 
Issue Joined"is executed in a style similar to that of Edward Williams Clay. The faces of the characters may in 
fact be attributable to Clay, but the drawing of the figures and costumes are not up to that artist's standard. 

    

 

 

 

 



 

 

   

 

 

A caricature of Democratic candidate Lewis Cass, a general in the War of 1812, suggesting that his expansionist 
leanings would lead the United States into war. Cass (dubbed "General Gas" by the unfriendly press) is pictured as 
a veritable war machine. He sits on a wheeled gun-carriage, with his various limbs and body parts in the form of 
cannon shells and barrels shooting "gas" and shot. Over his head he waves a bloody saber labeled "Manifest 
Destiny," while reciting, "New Mexico, California, Chihuahua, Zacatecas, MEXICO, Peru, Yucatan, Cuba." These 
reflect, with some exaggeration, Cass's ambitious agenda for territorial expansion in the wake of American victory 
in the Mexican War. In his left hand he holds a spear. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A biting, somewhat morbid satire about the fate of wounded Mexican prisoners of war in the hands of 
American doctors. During the Mexican War amputation was considered the surest way to prevent the 
infection of an injured limb. The cartoon shows three Mexican soldiers seated, in obvious alarm, on the 
ground. Of the three men, only the soldier in the center has a leg remaining. The words "Series no. 2" 
appear at lower left, suggesting that the print was one of a larger group planned or actually published 
by Jones and Newman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

A little more grape Capt. Bragg"--General Taylor at the Battle of Buena Vista, Feby 23d, 1847 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The storming of Chapulapec, a song of war Page 1 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The storming of Chapulapec, a song of war Page 2 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   Panorama of the seat of war: bird's eye view of Texas and part of Mexico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

   
 
 James K. Polk’s proclamation of war with Mexico 



 

 

 
 

  
 
 Telegram detailing capture of Mexico City 



 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 The Battle of Monterey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Historical Document Analysis 
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Directions: Using a primary source document from the packet, please answer the questions below. 
 
Title or name of document: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
What dates are mentioned in the document? _______________________________________________________ 
 
What type of document is it?  (Personal account, picture, diary/journal, photograph, etc.) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who created the document? ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle the correct answer: The image or words are        A. Pro-War  B. Anti-War 
 
 
For whom was the document created? _____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Why was this document created? _________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What images or words in the document do you think are false or misleading? ______________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
How could the author of the piece better convey his or her point? _______________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

War with Mexico? 
 

Directions: We will answer the following questions for participation points. 
 
1. Why do you think the Mexican authorities in California originally welcomed 

Americans to the territory of Mexico? 
 
 
 
2. What is Manifest Destiny? 
 
 
 
3. Why did Americans want to add California to the United States? 
 
 
 
4. Why did President Polk want to provoke Mexico into taking military action first 

against the United States? 
 
 
 
5. Why do you think President Polk saw California and New Mexico as rightfully 

belonging to the United States? 
 
 
 
6. Was President Polk correct in saying Mexico had invaded our territory and shed 

American blood upon American soil? 
 
 
 
7. Why did Whigs oppose the war?  Why did Democrats support it? 
 
 


