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The War of 1812: An Overview in 1-2 Days AND Deeper Study of  

Primary Sources 

 

 

Thorpe (?), H. G. The Battle of New Orleans, Jan. 8, 1815. 1903. 

 Library of Congress Prints and Photograph Division,  

Washington, D.C. Web. 27 June 2012. 

 

The War of 1812 is often given only a cursory nod of importance in many middle school 

American History classrooms. This brief overview of the war was designed entice 

teachers to do more than that by packing quite a wallop. It plays quadruple duty by 1. 

depicting key events (from various points of view) leading up to, during, and after the 

war via primary sources from the Library of Congress, 2. providing an opportunity for 

students to sharpen their critical thinking skills,  3. developing comprehension skills (i.e. 

“5 W’s and an H”/who, what, when, where, why, how), and 4. involving students in a 

writing assessment that poses a question essential to any study of history: How does 

deeper analysis of primary sources benefit our understanding of past events?  

 

Overview                                                                                       
Objectives Students will: 

 Apply predicting skills and prior knowledge during the first portion of the lesson  

 Analyze, on a deeper level,  three teacher-selected sources during the second 

portion of the lesson plan 

 Compose a complete paragraph (i.e., topic sentence, a minimum of three supporting 

details, and an example of each supporting detail) about their pre and post 

perspectives of the three teacher-selected sources; evidence/examples taken from 

initial observation notes and analysis worksheets to support their writing must be 

included. 

Recommended 

time frame 

2 class periods (55 minutes/class) 

Grade level 8
th

 

Curriculum fit Language Arts and Social Studies 

Materials 

 
 Source list from the Library of Congress (*see “Primary Source Table” page) 

 One copy of each of the selected sources 

       Erica A. Kochaney 

       Kenowa Hills Public Schools 

  

       Summer 2012 
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 Adhesive (for posting copies of the sources)  

 Notebook paper (for taking observation notes of the initial study of each source) 

 Sticky notes (LOTS; use for recording selected observations of small group) 

 Document camera or Smart Board (to enlarge the 3-5 teacher-selected sources) 

 6-10 copies of teacher-selected sources (one for each group of 3) 

 Primary Source Analysis Worksheets (4 copies/student) 

 

Written Document Analysis Worksheet (use with poem; 1 copy/student):  

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis

_worksheet.pdf 

 

Photo Analysis Worksheet (use with “Washington, D.C.  on Fire” and “Peace”; 2 

copies/student): 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.

pdf 

 

Cartoon Analysis Worksheet (use with “A Boxing Match, or Another Bloody Nose 

for John Bull”; 1 copy/student): 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_workshee

t.pdf 

 

 Rubric for the writing assessment 

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=2203634

&no_return=1& 

 

 

MI State Learning Standards/Common Core State Standards 

 College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing: 

 Text Types and Purposes: 

         2.  Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 

               ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective 

               selection, organization, and analysis of content.     

Procedures 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day One: 

 Whole group: copies of the sources are displayed, in chronological order (let 

students know the sources are presented as such), around the room; students 

independently conduct a brief, serious study of EACH source and take notes 

about what they observe for EACH source, keeping comments appropriate.  Tell 

students they will be using the notes they take as part of an upcoming 

assessment.  DO NOT tell students they will be studying certain sources on a 

deeper level.  The intent is to keep the initial viewing of sources as “raw” as 

possible; let the sources “speak”!  

 Links to primary sources on the Library of Congress website: 

               **   “A War Song” (poem):  

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=2203634&no_return=1&
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=2203634&no_return=1&
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                                                     http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill 

               **  “Forty Years Ago” (poem):   

                                                     http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill 

NOTE:  PRESENTING THE POEMS IN THE INITIAL STUDY IS OPTIONAL, 

as a study of such a source might slow things down a bit. 

              

                    “Battle of Tippecanoe” (image):  http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.01891 

                      Declaration of War (gov.’t publication):  http://lccn.loc.gov/98660545 

                      “A Soldier’s Wife at Ft. Niagara” (image):   

                                                      http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a52276 
                      “Perry’s Victory on Lake Erie” (image):   

                                                      http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b50787 

               **  “A Boxing Match, or Another Bloody Nose for John Bull” (political 

                      cartoon):                http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.10754/ 

               **   “Washington, D.C.”, British perspective (image): 

                                                                 http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45129/ 

                     “Star-Spangled Banner” (manuscript): 

                                                      http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.04307 

               **  “Peace” (image):    http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/95509666/resource/ 

                      “The Battle of New Orleans, Jan. 8, 1815” (image; American  
                        perspective):     http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a10447 

                      “Battle of New Orleans” (image; British perspective): 

                                                     http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b52497/ 
 

 

** =  deeper analysis; use appropriate worksheets (see links below or  

“Materials” section) 

 

 Small group (groups of 3-4; 3 being ideal): share observation notes; record 

selected observations (bullet form) on sticky notes and place near appropriate 

source.  REMINDER: Students need to save their independent observation 

notes to use for the writing assessment. 

 Whole group: teacher leads discussion about student observations.   

 Whole group: teacher enlarges the poems and leads a whole group analysis of 

each poem.   

 

A. Analyze “A War Song” first.  This analysis is discussion only; 

work to embed  vocabulary presented in the analysis sheets 

students will be 

working with. 

B. Next, analyze “Forty Years Ago”; use “Written Document 

Analysis Worksheet.”  

 

 

 

http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.01891
http://lccn.loc.gov/98660545
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a52276
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b50787
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.10754/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45129/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.04307
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/95509666/resource/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a10447
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b52497/
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Written Document Analysis Worksheet (use with the second poem studied):  

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_wo

rksheet.pdf 

 

Photo Analysis Worksheet (use with “Washington, D.C.  on Fire” and “Peace”: 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf 

 

Cartoon Analysis Worksheet (use with “A Boxing Match, or Another Bloody Nose for John 

Bull”): 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf 

 

Day Two: 

 Whole group: review previous day’s discussion 

 Small group: analyze teacher-selected sources; use the appropriate analysis 

worksheet for each source 

 Whole group: discussion of observations 

 ASSESSMENT: Using evidence from their initial observation notes and 

analysis worksheets to support their writing, students will compose a paragraph 

about their  

      pre and post perspectives of the three teacher-selected sources. The para- 

      graph must include a topic sentence, a minimum of three supporting  

      points, and an example of each supporting point.  

                  WRITING PROMPT:  How does deeper analysis of primary sources  

                                                          benefit our understanding of past events?  

Evaluation  

 

 

Upon student completion of the writing assessment, the teacher will use the rubric 

provided to score the writing (rubric evaluates writing and accuracy of historical 

observation and interpretation). 

 

Rubric #2203634 found at 

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=2203634

&no_return=1& 

 

Extension 

  Students and/or teacher may wish to consult with this Michigan War of 1812 

webpage to further enrich their understanding of the war, particularly as it 

pertains to Michigan.  

http://miwar1812.weebly.com/ 

 This website does a great job providing teachers with a written overview of the 

War of 1812, a time line, information about African American involvement in 

the war, and some more lesson plan and other extension ideas.  

http://www.asailorslifeforme.org/educator/war_of_1812_teaching.php 

 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=2203634&no_return=1&
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=2203634&no_return=1&
http://miwar1812.weebly.com/
http://www.asailorslifeforme.org/educator/war_of_1812_teaching.php
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Historical Background 

 
 The United States was the “new kid on the block” and had been experiencing regular 

altercations with France and Great Britain, particularly while at sea.  President Thomas Jefferson 

could not ignore the attacks, but wanted to avoid war.  Eventually, an embargo act was passed 

(1807), but it ended up being disastrous move as it, wreaking havoc on American business.  Two 

years later, James Madison becomes President.  Meanwhile, Tecumseh, a Native American 

leader, grew increasingly upset over the loss of Indian lands in the West and helped create the 

formation of a Native American federation with the intent of fighting back.  His brother, Prophet, 

was believed to have magical powers.  Eventually, Prophet led members of the Native American 

Confederacy into battle at Tippecanoe and lost.  The loss prompted the formation of an official 

allegiance between the Indians and Great Britain.  This angered many Americans and by 1812 

the United States declared war on Great Britain. 
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Primary Resources from the Library of Congress 

 
Image Description Citation Perm. URL 

 

Text/poetry; “A War Song,” 

references the impressment of 

American sailors, while 

delivering a powerful call to 

battle.  

St. John's University. War Echos 

of 1812-1813: A Collection of 

Poems Relating to Events of 

our Last War with England 

Compiled from Contemporary 

Records. Vol. 1. St. John's 

University. Toldeo: St. John's 

University, 1910. 2 vols. 5. 

Web. 22 June 2012.  

http://archive

.org/deta

ils/warec

hoesof1

812101h

ill 

 

 

Text/poetry; “Forty Years Ago,” 

evokes the strong emotions of the 

past to fire up Americans in the 

time leading up to and during the 

War of 1812.  

St. John's University. War Echoes 

of 1812-1813: A Collection of 

Poems Relating to Events of 

our Last War with England 

Compiled from Contemporary 

Records. Vol. 1. St. John's 

University. Toldeo: St. John's 

University, 1910. 2 vols. 13. 

Web. 22 June 2012.  

http://archive

.org/deta

ils/warec

hoesof1

812101h

ill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print (chromolithograph); the 

Battle of Tippecanoe (1811) 

 

Summary: Native Americans 

(lead by The Prophet, 

Tecumseh’s brother) are defeated 

in battle 

Battle of Tippecanoe. 1889. 

Library of Congress, Prints 

and Photographs Division, 

Washington, D.C. Battle of 

Tippecanoe. N.p.: Kurz and 

Allison, 1889. N. pag. Web. 

22 June 2012. 

http://hdl.loc.

gov/loc.

pnp/pga.

01891 

 

 

Government publication; The 

United States declares War on 

Great Britain, Ireland, and 

dependencies thereof  (June 

18,1812) 

United States Congress. The 

Public Statutes at Large of 

the United States of America / 

by Authority of Congress. 

Vol. 2. Boston: Little, Brown, 

1845-1867. 775. 8 vols. Web. 

22 June 2012. 

<http://lccn.loc.gov/98660545

>. 

http://lccn.loc.

gov/98660545 

 

http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://archive.org/details/warechoesof1812101hill
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.01891
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.01891
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.01891
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.01891
http://lccn.loc.gov/98660545
http://lccn.loc.gov/98660545
http://memory.loc.gov/ll/llsl/002/0700/07930755.tif
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Print (steel engraving); originally 

published by Virtue & Co., New 

York; a soldier’s wife lifting 

cannon balls in an artillery bunker 

during a battle at Fort Niagara 

(August 1812) 

Walker, T. A Soldier's Wife at 

Fort Niagara. 1860. Library 

of Congress, Prints and 

Photographs Division, 

Washington, D.C. Web. 23 

June 2012. 

http://hdl.loc.

gov/loc.pnp/c

ph.3a52276 
 

 

Print (lithograph, hand-colored); 

originally published by N. 

Currier, New York 

 

Summary: features warships 

Lawrence (Britain) and Niagara 

(United States) during the Battle 

on Lake Erie (September 1813); 

A U.S. victory; Great Britain 

relinquishes control over Detroit 

and heads to Canada 

Currier, N. Perry's Victory on 

Lake Erie: Fought September. 

10th 1813. 1835-1856. 

Library of Congress, Prints 

and Photographs Division, 

Washington, D.C. Web. 23 

June 2012.  

http://hdl.loc.

gov/loc.pnp/c

ph.3b50787 

 

 

Text; a letter from Com. Oliver 

H. Perry, proclaiming an 

American victory of a battle on 

Lake Erie (September 1813) 

Perry, Com. Oliver H. "A Letter 

from Com. O.H. Perry About 

an American Naval Victory 

on Lake Erie." Printed 

Ephemera Collection; 

Portfolio 190, Folder 26 21 

Sept. (1813). Library of 

Congress, Rare Book and 

Special Collections Div-

ision.Web. 22 June 2012.  

http://memory

.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/query/r?a

mmem/rbpebi

b:@field(NU

MBER+@ban

d(rbpe+19002

600)) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Print (on wove paper; etching 

with water-color, 1813); 

originally published in: American 

political prints, 1766-1876 

(Reilly, Bernard F.) .   

 

“Summary: The artist gloats over 

naval losses suffered by England 

early in the War of 1812, in 

particular the defeat of the 

warship "Boxer" by the American 

frigate "Enter-prise" in September 

1813. King George III stands at 

left, his nose bleeding and eye 

blackened, saying, "Stop...Brother 

Jonathan, or I shall fall with the 

Charles, William. "A Boxing 

Match, or Another Bloody 

Nose for John Bull." Cartoon. 

N.p.: n.p., 1813. N. pag. 

Library of Congress, Prints 

and Photographs Division, 

Washington, D.C. Web. 23 

June 2012. 

http://www.lo

c.gov/pictures

/resource/ppm

sca.10754/ 
 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a52276
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a52276
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a52276
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b50787
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b50787
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b50787
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+19002600))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+19002600))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+19002600))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+19002600))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+19002600))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+19002600))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+19002600))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+19002600))
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.10754/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.10754/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.10754/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.10754/
http://memory.loc.gov/rbc/rbpe/rbpe19/rbpe190/19002600/001dr.jpg
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loss of blood -- I thought to have 

been too heavy for you -- But I 

must acknowledge your superior 

skill -- Two blows to my one! -- 

And so well directed too! Mercy, 

mercy on me, how does this 

happen!!!" On the right, his 

opponent James Madison says, 

"Ha-Ah Johnny! you thought 

yourself a "Boxer" did you! -- I'll 

let you know we are an 

"Enterprize"ing Nation and ready 

to meet you with equal force any 

day." In the background, on the 

ocean, two ships are engaged in 

battle.” (taken from the Library of 

Congress, “About this Item” 

page) 

 

Print (engraving); originally 

published in The Stationer's 

Almanack (England;1815); 

Washington, D.C. under attack 

(1814); British point of view 

Washington. [A] Representation of 

the Capture of the City of 

Washington, by the British 

Forces Under the Command 

of Major Genl. Ross and Rear 

Adml. Sir I. Cockburn, August 

24th 1814, wherein are 

shown. 1815. Library of 

Congress, Prints and 

Photographs Division, 

Washington, D.C. Web. 23 

June 2012. 

http://www.lo

c.gov/pictures

/resource/cph.

3a45129/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manuscript (Negative: glass); 

original copy of  the poem, 

“Defense of Fort McHenry 

[1814]” This poem is later put to 

and eventually becomes known as 

“The Star-Spangled Banner”. 

Key, Francis S. The defense of 

Fort McHenry, manuscript. 

Harris and Ewing Collection. 

1914. Library of Congress, 

Prints and Photographs 

Division, Washington, D.C. 

Web. 23 June 2012. 

http://hdl.loc.

gov/loc.pnp/h

ec.04307 

 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45129/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45129/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45129/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45129/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.04307
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.04307
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.04307
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Drawing (ink and watercolor); 

originally printed by Philadelphia 

Print Shop; an artistic allegory/in-

terpretation of the signing of the 

Treaty of Ghent (December 24, 

1814) 

 

“Summary: In an allegory of the 

Treaty of Ghent, signed on Dec. 

24, 1814, Britannia and America 

hold olive branches before an 

altar. Sailors, holding British and 

American flags, hold an un-

inscribed banner; through drapes 

and pillars a dove flies out of a 

triangle.” (taken from the Library 

of Congress, “About this Item” 

page)  

Smith, John R. Peace. 1814(?). 

Library of Congress, Prints 

and Photographs Division, 

Washington, D.C. Web. 23 

June 2012. 

http://www.lo

c.gov/pictures

/item/9550966

6/resource/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print (engraving with aquatint, 

hand-colored);  Battle of New 

Orleans  (January 1814); British 

perspective 
 

Summary: a head-and-shoulders 

portrait of Andrew Jackson, 

facing slightly left, American 

flags and various weapons (below 

the battle scene), figures 

identified by number, but no 

corresponding key, Major 

General Lambert is depicted 

holding the cloth or handkerchief 

that obscures his face. (taken from 

the Library of Congress, “About 

this Item” page) 

West (artist), William E., and 

Joseph Yeager (engraver). 

Battle of New Orleans and 

Death of Major General 

Packenham [sic] on the 8th of 

January 1815. 1817. Library 

of Congress, Prints and 

Photographs Division, 

Washington, D.C. Web. 23 

June 2012. 

http://www.lo

c.gov/pictures

/resource/cph.

3b52497/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Print (half-tone); Battle of New 

Orleans (January 1814); 

American Perspective 

 

Summary: “Print shows General 

Andrew Jackson, American 

soldiers, African Americans, and 

irregulars fighting behind bales of 

cotton at the Battle of New 

Thorpe (?), H. G. The Battle of 

New Orleans, Jan. 8, 1815. 

1903. Library of Congress, 

Prints and Photograph 

Division, Washington, D.C. 

Web. 27 June 2012. 

http://hdl.loc.

gov/loc.pnp/c

ph.3a10447 
 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/95509666/resource/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/95509666/resource/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/95509666/resource/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/95509666/resource/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b52497/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b52497/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b52497/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b52497/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a10447
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a10447
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a10447
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Orleans.”  (taken from the Library 

of Congress, “About this Item” 

page) 
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Writing Rubric 
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=2203634&no_retu

rn=1& 

 

 

Rubric Made Using:  

RubiStar ( http://rubistar.4teachers.org )  

#2203634 

 

6+1 Trait Writing Model : Primary Sources After Deeper 

Analysis ~ Single Paragraph Response 

 
Teacher Name:  

 

 

Student Name:     ________________________________________  
 

 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  

Focus on Topic 

(Content)  

The prompt is 

addressed as 

evidenced by the 

clarity of the 

topic sentence.  

The prompt is 

addressed, but 

the topic 

sentence is 

somewhat 

unclear.  

The prompt is 

addressed, but 

the topic 

sentence is 

unclear.  

The prompt is 

not addressed, as 

evidenced by the 

lack of a topic 

sentence. There 

is a seemingly 

random 

collection of 

information.  

Support for Topic 

(Content)  

More than 3 

supporting 

details and 1 

example of each 

detail is 

presented in the 

paragraph. 

Evidence from 

observation notes 

has been 

included.  

3 supporting 

details and 1 

example of each 

detail is 

presented in the 

paragraph. 

Evidence from 

observation notes 

has been 

included.  

2-1 supporting 

details are 

included. 2-1 of 

the details are not 

supported with 

examples from 

observation 

notes.  

Supporting 

details and 

information are 

typically unclear 

or not related to 

the topic. There 

is a seemingly 

random 

collection of 

information.  

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=2203634&no_return=1&
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=2203634&no_return=1&
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Accuracy of 

Facts (Content)  

All supportive 

details and 

examples are 

reported 

accurately.  

The 3 supportive 

details and 3 

examples are 

reported 

accurately.  

Only 2-1 of the 

supporting 

details and 2-1 of 

examples are 

reported 

accurately.  

NO supporting 

details or 

examples are 

reported OR are 

inaccurately 

reported.  

Sentence 

Structure 

(Sentence 

Fluency)  

All sentences are 

well-constructed 

with varied 

structure.  

Most sentences 

are well-

constructed with 

varied structure.  

Most sentences 

are well-

constructed but 

have a similar 

structure.  

Sentences lack 

structure and 

appear 

incomplete or 

rambling.  

Grammar & 

Spelling 

(Conventions)  

Writer makes no 

errors in 

grammar or 

spelling that 

distract the 

reader from the 

content.  

Writer makes 1-2 

errors in 

grammar or 

spelling that 

distract the 

reader from the 

content.  

Writer makes 3-4 

errors in 

grammar or 

spelling that 

distract the 

reader from the 

content.  

Writer makes 

more than 4 

errors in 

grammar or 

spelling that 

distract the 

reader from the 

content.  

Capitalization & 

Punctuation 

(Conventions)  

Writer makes no 

errors in 

capitalization or 

punctuation, so 

the paper is 

exceptionally 

easy to read.  

Writer makes 1 

or 2 errors in 

capitalization or 

punctuation, but 

the paper is still 

easy to read.  

Writer makes a 

few errors in 

capitalization 

and/or 

punctuation that 

catch the reader's 

attention and 

interrupt the 

flow.  

Writer makes 

several errors in 

capitalization 

and/or 

punctuation that 

catch the reader's 

attention and 

greatly interrupt 

the flow.  
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Handouts 
 

Poem: “War Song” 
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Poem “Forty Years Ago” 
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Battle of Tippecanoe 
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Declaration of war 
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Fort Niagara 
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Battle on Lake Erie 
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Letter from Com. Perry 
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Political Cartoon 
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Washington, D.C. on fire 
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Manuscript 
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Hmmmmm. . .  What do YOU think? 
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Battle of New Orleans 
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Battle of New Orleans 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


