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Lesson Overview: 
How have the terrorist attacks of September 11 directly impacted our culture and 

our way of life? Students will begin by looking at the Witness and Response Exhibition, 

record observations onto a graphic organizer, discuss possible causes and effects of these 

attacks, and learn about the USA Patriot Act, and its controversies. Finally, students will 

respond to a critical response prompt, discussing individual rights and liberties v. national 

security and the common good. 

 
Objectives: 

Students will be able to: 

•  Analyze, and evaluate primary source images from  the Library of Congress 

Exhibition: Witness and Response: September 11 Acquisitions at the Library 
of Congress 

• Synthesize information and primary source materials using a graphic organizer 

(Primary Analysis Resource Tool ) and share findings with others. 

• Find credible support from text. 

• Write a critical response that includes an organizational pattern and supporting  

ideas. 

• Exhibit personal style and voice to enhance the written message using emotional 

appeal, strong opinion, and credible support. 

Standards: 

 R.CM.06.01 connect personal knowledge, experiences, and understanding of the world 

to themes and perspectives in text through oral and written responses. 

 R.CM.06.03 analyze global themes, universal truths and principles within and across 

texts to create a deeper understanding by drawing conclusions, making inferences, and 
synthesizing.  

 

S.DS.06.01 engage in interactive, extended discourse to socially construct meaning in 

book clubs, literature circles, partnerships, or other conversation protocols. 
 
W.PS.06.01 exhibit personal style and voice to enhance the written message in both 

narrative (e.g., personification, humor, element of surprise) and informational writing (e.g., 

emotional appeal, strong opinion, credible support). 
 
W.PR.06.03 revise drafts for clarity, coherence, and consistency in content, voice, and 

genre characteristics with audience and purpose in mind.  
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W.PR.06.04 draft focused ideas for a specific purpose using multiple paragraphs, 

sentence variety, and voice to meet the needs of an audience (e.g., word choice, level of 

formality, and use of example) when writing compositions.  

 
W.PR.06.05 proofread and edit writing using grade-level checklists and other appropriate 

resources both individually and in groups.  

 
Time Required: 
 

3 class periods 

 
Recommended Grade Level(s): 
 
6-8 

Can be altered for any grade level. 

 

Topic(s): 
 

language arts, social studies, current events 

 

Era: 
 
September 11, 2001-2010  

 

Preparation: 
 
Materials: 
Computer/data projector 

Primary Source Analysis Tool 
September 11 Primary Source Table, appendix c 
Critical Response Rubric, appendix b 
Critical Response Question, appendix a  
Editing Checklist 
 

Procedure: 
Day 1 Activities  

1. Hand out the Primary Analysis Resource Tool.  Explain the columns: observe, reflect, 

question; and the bottom: further investigation. 
2. Show primary source pictures (prints and photographs, documentary photographs) to 

students, giving students time to record observations, reflections, and questions on 

the Primary Analysis Resource Tool. 
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3. Show the pictures again, stopping after each image to discuss student findings. 
4. Write the following question on the board or overhead projector: How have the 

events from 9-11 impacted our way of life?   
5. Give students time to talk with a partner (think, pair, share) about this question. 

Share responses with whole group. You may give hints during this part of the 

process, depending on student prior knowledge, 
6. Give students factual information on the September 11 attacks. (Twin Towers, 

Hijacked Planes 
7. Highlight or record factual information on chart paper or similar format to use 

later. 
Day 2 Activities 

8. Give students factual information on the Patriot Act. Discuss key points 
9. Use the primary source page, Bill of Rights, and compare it to key points from the 

Patriot Act. 
10. Ask, “How does the Patriot Act conflict with the Bill of Rights?” 
11. Give students time to discuss this question in their groups. 
12. Create a t-chart with information to use later. 

Day 3 Activities 
13. Review information from charts: September 11 Attacks, the Patriot Act, Bill of 

Rights. 
14. Discuss Core Democratic Values- right to happiness v. common good. 
15. Hand out Critical Response Rubric. 
16. Show students the Critical Response Question, including answer plan. 
17. Using the answer plan, students respond to the topic: Are individual rights more 

important than the common good? 
 
 
Extension Activities: 

• Using the graphic organizer as a research tool, find information to questions or 

further activities section. 

• Discuss school rules and policies v student wants/needs and relate to question: 

Are individual rights more important than the common good? 

• What does a terrorist look like? Connect to Timothy McVeigh? 

• Interview a parent, grandparent, or older teen about the September 11 

terrorist attacks, using both questions discussed in class and your own.  Include 

both factual and emotional statements. Either share your findings with the class 

OR create a collection with your findings. 

• Research other bills that connect to the 9-11 Terrorist Attacks. (google 

advanced search--loc.gov) 

• Use this activity as a springboard for a service learning project. 
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Evaluation: Critical Response Rubric  

 
Appendix A 

Critical Response Question 

The Patriot Act was enacted after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. 

Should the government continue to enforce the Patriot Act? Or should this act be 

considered unconstitutional?  Are individual rights and liberties more important than 

national security and the common good? 

Answer Plan: 
1. Restate the question as the first sentence of your answer. (Include your opinion.) 
2. Write a summary sentence or two discussing key points of the September 11 terrorist attacks. 

(Include a quote.) 
3. Write a summary sentence or two discussing key points from the Bill of Rights. 
4. Write a summary sentence or two discussing key points from the Patriot Act. 
5. Include relevant details supporting your opinion from either the Bill of Rights or the Patriot Act. 

(Include a quote.) 
6. Write a concluding sentence restating the question and your opinion. Use a transition word such 

as “therefore” or “however” in your sentence. 
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Appendix B  Critical Response Rubric 
 A B C 

Content: 
• Answers 

question 
•  uses 

information 
from text to 
support 
answer 

• Answer is relevant with 
many details and 
examples 

• Quotations are  used to 
support answer and are 
cited correctly 

• Answer is relevant with 
some details and examples 

• Quotations are used to 
support answer but may not 
be cited correctly 

• Answers question 
with 
misinterpretation 

• Little or no relevance 
to text or question 

• Ideas are not 
developed or 
connected. 

Organization 
• Restates 

question 
including 
opinion 

• Uses specific 
details to 
support 

• Separated 
into 
paragraphs 

• Restates 
opinion with 
transition 

• Writer restates the 
question in his/her own 
words. 

• Details are used to 
support 
question/opinion. 

• Response is written in a 
logical sequence. 

• Connection to sources is 
clear. 

• Writer restates the 
question. 

• Quotations and examples 
are retold in a somewhat 
disconnected structure. 
 

• Writer answers either 
“yes” or “no” or “I 
agree” without 
reference to the 
question. 

• Writing lacks 
sequence and 
organization. 

Style/Voice 
• Uses quotes 

to support 
• Concludes 

with strong 
opinion or 
prediction 

• Word choice is precise 
and at a 6th grade level. 

• Quotes are used 
effectively. 

• Conclusion is clearly 
stated and engages the 
reader. 

• Vocabulary is basic. 
• May use quotations, but 

reference is unclear. 
• Conclusion is evident, but 

may not be clearly stated or 
engage the reader. 

• Vocabulary is limited. 
• Quotations are not 

used. 
• The conclusion is 

ineffective or does 
not exist. 

Conventions 
• Writing is 

written in 
standard 
English 

• Writer uses 
proper 
conventions 

• Standard formatting 
used. 

• Writing shows control 
over conventions. 

• Writing is readable. Some 
standard formatting is not 
present. 

• Errors in conventions do not 
distract from overall 
meaning. 

• Writing lacks 
formatting and is 
difficult to read. 

• Errors in conventions 
distract from 
meaning. 
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Appendix C 
Image Description Citation URL 

 

[View of World 

Trade Center 

towers, New York, 

New York, with 

tower #2 exploding 

in a ball of fire after 

the September 11th 

terrorist attack], 

Inkjet print Gift of 

Thomas B. and 

Katherine B. Martin 

http://www.loc.gov/

exhibits/911/911-

docphotos.html  

 

Daryl Donley, 

[Explosion], 

September 11, 2001 

Dye coupler print 

Daryl Donley http://www.loc.gov/

exhibits/911/911-

docphotos.html  

 

Daryl Donley, 

[Downed lamp post], 

September 11 , 2001 

Dye coupler print 

Daryl Donley http://www.loc.gov/

exhibits/911/911-

docphotos.html  

Daryl Donley, 

[Eclipsed sun], 

September 11, 2001 

Dye coupler print 

Daryl Donley http://www.loc.gov/

exhibits/911/911-

docphotos.html  
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Steve Melkisethian,  

Newsboy, Farragut 

Square, Washington, 

D.C.,  

September 13, 2001, 

2001 

Gelatin silver 

photograph 

Gift of the artist 

Steve Melkisethian http://www.loc.gov/

exhibits/911/911-

docphotos.html  

 

Steve Melkisethian,  

Newsboy, Farragut 

Square, Washington, 

D.C.,  

September 13, 2001, 

2001 

Gelatin silver 

photograph 

Gift of the artist 

Steve Melkisethian http://www.loc.gov/

exhibits/911/911-

docphotos.html  

 

Lana Lawrence.  

[The Sikh at the 

candlelight service  

at the Lincoln 

Memorial], 

September 24, 2001.  

Dye coupler print. 

Reprinted with 

permission of the 

artist. 

Lana Lawrence http://www.loc.gov/

exhibits/911/911-

docphotos.html  

 

Mark Stahl.  

[Shanksville (PA) 

crash site (close 

up)],  

September 11, 2001.  

Inkjet print.  

Reprinted with 

permission of the 

artist. 

Mark Stahl http://www.loc.gov/

exhibits/911/911-

docphotos.html  
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Carol M. Highsmith, 

#2.  

Shanksville, 

Pennsylvania , 2002 

Photograph 

Gift of the Artist 

Carol M. Highsmith http://www.loc.gov/

exhibits/911/911-

docphotos.html  

Concerned Citizens 

Against the Patriot 

Act 

 chart  

Patriot Act v. 

Constitution 

CCAPA http://www.scn.org/

ccapa/pa-vs-

const.html  

The Patriot 
Act-secondary 

source 

Pros and Cons List Politics 
The Patriot Act: 

Key Controversies 
by Larry Abramson 
and Maria Godoy 

 

http://www.npr.org/
news/specials/patr
iotact/patriotactd
eal.html  

Bill of Rights 
Primary Source 

A Century of Lawmaking 
for a New Nation: U.S. 
Congressional Documents 

and Debates, 1774 - 1875 

Statutes at Large 

 
http://memory.loc.gov/a

mmem/amlaw/lawhome.h
tml  

 http://memory.loc.g
ov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=
llsl&fileName=001/
llsl001.db&recNum=
144  

United States 
Statutes at Large; 
Amendments to the 
Constitution; 
image page 21; 
proposed date 
1789; ratification 
date 1791. 

 
 

 

 


