EUP ISD Workshop June 27-29, 2011

Title: Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars
Book Introduction
Submitted by: Mary Jo Eid

Lesson Overview:
Students will be introduced to Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars as a lesson prior to reading
the book and as part of an entire unit on World War II and the Holocaust. This book

takes you back to Denmark during World War II. Annemarie’s best friend is a Jewish girl.
Annemarie and her whole family risk their lives by helping her friend’s family escape to
Sweden, where Jews can be free. This story is actually true, with the names changed, and
that’s another reason I liked it.
—Bradford Ewert, Monroe, Michigan
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Objectives:
Students will be able to: have a basic understand the setting, plot, character, and synopsis
of the book, Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. They will journal regularly as they read.
This may be done either in a handwritten journal, or with individual netbooks, which our
students are obtaining in the Fall. This may also be done in Google docs or in a wiki format,
which could incorporate individual or groups of students. This book introduction is a
portion of a larger unit on WW II and the Holocaust. This lesson will also be an
introduction to the LOC website for students.
Standards:
R.WS.06.07 in context, determine the meaning of words and phrases including regional
idioms, literary and technical terms, and content vocabulary using strategies including
connotation, denotation, and authentic content-related resources.
Spelling:
W.SP.06.01 Spell frequently misspelled words correctly (e.g., their, there, they’re) in the
context of writing.
R.WS.06.04 Know the meanings of words encountered frequently in grade-level reading
and oral language contexts.
Social Studies:
W3.1.8 Describe the role of state authority, military power, taxation systems, and

institutions of coerced labor, including slavery, in building and maintaining empires
Time Required: 1 (50) minute class period for the introduction. The journaling and
reading of the book will take about 4 weeks.
Recommended Grade Level(s): Grade 4-6
Topic(s): ELA - Book Introduction (Social Studies, geography & culture)
Era: 1940’s

Preparation:
Materials: Class set of Number the Stars by Lois Lowry, possible leveled readers of same
book for lower level readers. Class set of netbooks, digital projector, journals or
notebooks. Introduction of book via teacher created power point or prezi.
Resources: (Resource Table)
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Procedure:
Activities: Upon entering the classroom, a picture of the cover of the book, Number the
Stars, by Lois Lowry will be up on the screen. Individual copies will be distributed to the
students as well. A teacher-created power point or prezi will be shown. A map of Denmark
will be shown and then a world map to show its location in relation to the USA. The
podcast and webcast will be presented and discussion will follow. Q & A as students look
through table of contents and chapters.
Extension Activities: The class will discuss the book as we present the LOC resources.
They will also begin a journal of their knowledge of the book. This journal will be added to
on a daily basis as we read and discuss the book. The journal can also be used for inquiries.
A class wiki may also be set up.

Evaluation:
Teacher observation of student participation.
Teacher observation of journal entry participation.
(See rubric)
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