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The ruins of the U.S. Capitol following British attempts to burn the building – August 24, 1814.

Lesson Overview
This lesson is designed to teach students about the War of 1812 and its impact on the
“American Spirit”. Through discussion, writing, role playing, music, map reading and
recreations of the War of 1812, students will be exposed to the planning and decision making
of the military leaders. Furthermore, students will come to grips with the “underdog” concept
and how it was and still is engrained in American Culture.
Objectives
Students will:
•
•
•
•

Analyze primary documents relating to the War of 1812
Recreate battles, draw conclusions and make calculated decisions.
Write about their findings in essay and poetic forms.
Define the meaning of the “American Spirit” as it pertains to the present and 200
years ago.

Recommended Time Frame
Four day lesson – 45 to 55 minute classes.
Day 1 to 2 days– Research and discuss the War of 1812 with emphasis on the Battle of
New Orleans. Create poems referencing drawings, pictures and/or cartoons from The
War of 1812.

Day 3– Recreate the Battle of New Orleans and role play the lead officers.
Day 4 – Compose a 5 paragraph essay that explains the “American Spirit”.

Grade Level
•

8 – 12

Curriculum Fit
•
•

Early American History
Military engagement

ERA
•
•

The War of 1812
The Battle of New Orleans

Materials
•
•
•

Paper and colored pencils for mapping.
Lined paper and pen.
Computers and printer.

Resources
•

Print of Andrew Jackson at The Battle of New Orleans
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3g06222

•

Atlas to the Historical Memoir of the War in West Florida and Louisiana
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3860m.gct00236

•

Maps of New Orleans and Narrative of Andrew Jackson
www.loc.gov
War of 1812 and the Battle of New Orleans
America’s Story from America’s Library

•

Fun Trivia: War of 1812
www.funtrivia.com

•

www.youtube.com
The Battle of New Orleans by Johnny Horton

•

Create a Poem
www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/present
Making Connections Through Poetry

•

Narrative of the Battle of New Orleans
www.loc.gov
Winning the Battle of New Orleans January 8, 1815

•

Narrative of the Battle of New Orleans
www.loc.gov
War of 1812 and the Battle of New Orleans

Michigan State Learning Standards

•

8 – U4.1.2 Establishing America’s Place in the World – Explain the changes in
America’s relationships
with other nations by analyzing treaties with American Indian nations, Jay’s Treaty
(1795), French
Revolution, Pinckney’s Treaty (1795), Louisiana Purchase, War of 1812,
Transcontinental Treaty
(1819), and the Monroe Doctrine. (C4) (National Geography Standard 13, p. 169)

•

Writing Process

•
•
•

Students will

•
•
•

W.PR.00.01 with teacher assistance, consider the audience’s reaction as they plan or
informational writing.
W.PR.00.02 brainstorm to generate and structure ideas for narrative or informational
writing.
W.PR.00.03 draft focused ideas using semi-phonetic spelling to represent narrative and
informational text when writing, incorporating pictures, and drawings.

The Defeat of the British Army – January 8, 1815

Lesson Procedure
Students will begin by researching information about the war. They will need to gain an
understanding of:
• how the war started;
• where it was fought;
• who was involved;
• who were the military leaders; who was Andrew Jackson;
• what is the “American Spirit”(great discussion possible here – What does
American Spirit mean to you? How does the Battle of New Orleans represent the
American Spirit? What modern day events represent the American Spirit? ;

•

what is an “underdog”( An underdog is a person or group in a competition,
frequently in electoral politics, sports and creative works, who is popularly
expected to lose. The party, team or individual expected to win is called the
favo(u)rite or top dog. In the rare case where an underdog wins, the outcome is
an upset. These terms are commonly used in sports betting.[original research?] The use
of the term is believed to have come from the job of plank making where the
lower saw-pit worker was called the underdog as they were underneath the metal
brackets (dogs) which held the log in place.). Explain how the meaning of
“underdog” pertains to the Battle of New Orleans;

• the Battle of New Orleans;
• the importance of the 1959 song “The Battle of New Orleans” (144 years after the
war): go to Thinking about Songs as Historical Artifacts –
www.loc.gov/teachers/lyrical
Before moving on to activities, students will need to display an understanding of the
researched information. This will be done through discussion and assessment (a short
quiz that will test students understanding of the who, what, where, when and why of the
war – http://www.warof1812.ca/1812quiz1.htm-cache

Activity 1 – Pictures and Poetry
Students will view several pictures from the War of 1812 and write a poem for 2 of the
pictures that express the essence of the picture.
www.loc.gov/teachers.classroommaterials/present - Making Connections through Poetry.
The finished products will be subjectively graded by peers and further evaluated by the
teacher.
Activity 2 – Recreate the Battle of ew Orleans and role play.
In groups, students will be given one of 2 tasks.
1. Students will take on the roles of the British military and create a battle plan that
would have worked to defeat the American military.
2. Students will take on the roles of the American military and create a battle plan
that would work that is different than Andrew Jackson’s plan.
*All students will create color maps that show their strategy and plan for success. Each
group will present to the rest of the class to convince others that the newly created
strategy will work.

Evaluation – 5 paragraph essay.
1. Create a 5 paragraph essay that explains the “American Spirit” and reference the
Battle of New Orleans. (MLA)

Research Report : The American Spirit

Teacher Name:

Student Name:

________________________________________

CATEGORY
Quality of Information

4
Information clearly
relates to the main
topic. It includes
several supporting
details and/or
examples.
Information is very
organized with wellconstructed
paragraphs and
subheadings.

3
Information clearly
relates to the main
topic. It provides 1-2
supporting details
and/or examples.

2
Information clearly
relates to the main
topic. No details
and/or examples are
given.

1
Information has little
or nothing to do with
the main topic.

Information is
organized with wellconstructed
paragraphs.

Information is
organized, but
paragraphs are not
well-constructed.

The information
appears to be
disorganized. 8)

Mechanics

No grammatical,
spelling or
punctuation errors.

Almost no
A few grammatical
grammatical, spelling spelling, or
or punctuation errors punctuation errors.

Many grammatical,
spelling, or
punctuation errors.

Sources

All sources
(information and
graphics) are
accurately
documented in the
desired format.

All sources
(information and
graphics) are
accurately
documented, but a
few are not in the
desired format.

Some sources are not
accurately
documented.

Organization

All sources
(information and
graphics) are
accurately
documented, but
many are not in the
desired format.

Paragraph Construction

All paragraphs include
introductory
sentence,
explanations or
details, and
concluding sentence.
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Most paragraphs
include introductory
sentence,
explanations or
details, and
concluding sentence.

Paragraphs included
related information
but were typically not
constructed well.

Paragraphing
structure was not
clear and sentences
were not typically
related within the
paragraphs.

