The Question of Confederate Secession

Brandon Currin
Summer 2011

Bacon and Company. “Bacon’s Military Map of the United States shewing the forts and fortifications.” Map. London 1862. Library of Congress, Map Collections.
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/gmd:@field(NUMBER+@band(g3701s+cw0024000)) (accessed July 13, 2011)

Students will re-enact the Louisiana Legislature at the time of Confederate Secession. Students will analyze a
variety of primary sources to eventually come to their own conclusions if Louisiana should secede from the
Union.
Overview/ Materials/LOC Resources/Standards/ Procedures/Evaluation/Rubric/Handouts/

Overview
Objectives

Recommended time frame
Grade level
Curriculum fit
Materials

Back to avigation Bar

Students will:
• Name the reasons for and against Confederate
Secession
• Recognize and Define legislation that led to
Confederate Secession
• Explain and discuss primary source documents from
Confederate Secession
• Report back to the class on findings from the inquiry
of Confederate Secession
• Inspect primary sources which led to confederate
secession
• Critique reasons for Confederate Secession
2-3 60 Minute Class Periods
8th Grade
Social Studies
6-8 Copies of each document
2 copies per student of primary source analysis
worksheet (Link to Worksheet)
1 copy per student of Southern Secession Assignment
(Link to assignment)
1 copy per student of Rubric

Michigan State Learning Standards

Back to avigation Bar

Social Studies:
8 – U5.1.4 Describe how the following increased sectional
tensions
• the Missouri Compromise (1820)
• the Wilmot Proviso (1846)
• the Compromise of 1850 including the Fugitive Slave Act
• the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) and subsequent conflict
in Kansas
• the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision (1857)
8 – U5.2.1 Explain the reasons (political, economic, and
social) why Southern states seceded and explain the
differences in the timing of secession in the Upper and
Lower South. (C3, E1.2)

Procedures

Back to avigation Bar

Day One:
• Explain to students the mission of the assignment,
the worksheets, and final assessments (20 minutes)
• Divide students into groups and handout primary
source packets to each group (5 minutes)
• Students should have the remainder of the hour to
work on analysis of the documents and begin
forming opinions
Day Two:
• This will be an optional work day for the students.
Students should finish analysis of primary sources,
begin formulating an answer if Louisiana should
secede for Day Three, and work on their Letter to
the Editor.
Day Three
• Class will begin with kids splitting up in a prosecession and anti-secession sides. Students will
spend the first ten minutes preparing for debate.
Every student should speak during debate. Max
students speaking time to one (1) minute per student.
After the debate reveal to students the outcome of
the actual decision.

Evaluation

Back to avigation Bar

Students will be evaluated on their primary source
analysis worksheets, the debriefing session on the last
day of the lesson, and a letter to the editor explaining
their position on Louisiana secession.

Extension

Back to avigation Bar

•

•

Have students compare and contrast their classes
outcome with what happened in the Louisiana
Legislature. How were the classes outcome
similar and different to what happened.
Have students compare and contrast Louisiana’s
Secession with another states secession. What

made Louisiana’s similar and different from
another state’s secession.

Primary Resources from the Library of Congress
Back to avigation Bar

Confederate States
of America Declaration of the
Immediate Causes
Which Induce and
Justify the Secession
of South Carolina
from the Federal
Union

"Avalon Project - Confederate States of America - Declaration
of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify
the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal
Union." Avalon Project - Documents in Law, History
and Diplomacy.
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_scarsec.a
sp (accessed July 24, 2011).

Congressional
Scales a True
Balance

Currier, N. . "Congressional scales. A true balance." Library of
Congress Home.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/90716208/
(accessed July 24, 2011).

Forcing Slavery
Down the Throat of
a Freesoiler

Magee, J.L.. "Forcing slavery down the throat of a freesoiler.."
American Memory from the Library of Congress Home Page. http://memory.loc.gov/cgibin/query/h?ammem/scsmbib:@field%28DOCID+@l
it%28scsm000326%29%29 (accessed July 24, 2011).

Senator Hunter on
Secession

"The Anderson intelligencer. (Anderson Court House, S.C.) 1860-1914,

December 13, 1860, Image 2 - Chronicling America (The

Library of Congress)." Historic American Newspapers -

Chronicling America (The Library of Congress).

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026965/1860-12-

13/ed-1/seq-2/ (accessed July 24, 2011).

The Battle Cry of the
South

Randall, James . "America Singing: Nineteenth-Century Song
Sheets." American Memory from the Library of
Congress - Home Page. http://memory.loc.gov/cgibin/ampage?collId=amss&fileName=cw2/cw200200/
amsspage.db&recNum=0&itemLink=S?ammem/amss
:@field(TITLE+@od1(The+battle+cry+of+the+South
++By+James+R++Randall++%5bn++p+%5d+%5bn+
+d+%5d)) (accessed July 24, 2011).

The Folly of
Secession

Currier and Ives. "The folly of secession

."

Library of Congress Home.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661613/
(accessed July 24, 2011).

The Political
Quadrille

"The political quadrille. Music by Dred Scott

."

Library of Congress Home.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661605/
(accessed July 24, 2011).

The Reign of Terror
in Kanzas

"Bibliography on "Bleeding Kansas"
Society ." Home

- Kansas Historical

- Kansas Historical Society .

http://www.kshs.org/p/bibliography-on-bleedingkansas/13569 (accessed July 24, 2011).

The Wilmot Proviso
Wilmot, James. "The Wilmot Proviso, 1846." Mount Holyoke
College, South Hadley, Massachusetts

.

http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/wilmot.htm
(accessed July 24, 2011).

Transcript of the
Compromise of 1850

The National Archive. "Our Documents - Transcript of
Compromise of 1850 (1850)." Welcome to
OurDocuments.gov.
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&d
oc=27&page=transcript (accessed July 24, 2011).

Transcript of the
Missouri
Compromise

The National Archive. "Our Documents - Missouri Compromise
(1820)." Welcome to OurDocuments.gov.
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&d
oc=22 (accessed July 24, 2011).

Rubric
Back to avigation Bar
Student Name:

________________________________________

4

3

2

1

Two are
completed with
complete
sentences and all
answers are
correct.

Two are
completed
with most of
the answers
correct.

One is
completed with
complete
sentences and
all answers are
correct.

None were
One is
completed with completed.
most of the
answers
correct.

Letter to Editor High quality

Quality Letter
is completed
with some
thorough
information on
what the
debater plans
on presenting.
Sources to
cite are
included in the
outline.

Letter is
completed but is
not thorough in
many spots.
Sources to cite
are not included
in the outline.

No Letter is
X3
Letter is
completed but completed for the
is not thorough debate.
at all. Sources
to cite are not
included in the
outline.

Respect for the All statements,
body language,
other team

Statements
and
responses
were
respectful and
used
appropriate
language, but
once or twice
body
language was
not.

Most statements
and responses
were respectful
and in
appropriate
language, but
there was one
sarcastic
remark.

Some
statements and
responses
were respectful
and in
appropriate
language, but
some sarcasm
did exist.

CATEGORY
Primary
Source
Worksheets

Letter is
completed with
thorough
information on
what the debater
plans on
presenting.
Sources to cite
are included in
the outline.

and responses
were respectful
and in
appropriate
language.

Few major
points brought
up by the
up by the
debater was well up by the
debater were
debater were debater were
supported with
supported with supported with
supported
relevant and
relevant and
with relevant relevant and
credible facts,
credible facts,
credible facts,
statistics, and/or and credible
statistics, and/or statistics,
facts,
examples.
examples. Some and/or
statistics,
Citations were
examples. Few
citations were
and/or
done correctly.
done correctly. citations were
examples.
included or
Most citations
done correctly.
were done
correctly.

Some major
Every major point Most major
Use of
points brought
points
brought
brought
up
by
the
facts/statistics

Presentation
style

Individual
consistently used
gestures, eye
contact,
tone/level of
voice, and
enthusiasm in a
way that kept the
attention of the
audience.

Individual
usually used
gestures, eye
contact,
tone/level of
voice, and
enthusiasm in
a way that
kept the
attention of
the audience.

Individual
sometimes used
gestures, eye
contact,
tone/level of
voice, and
enthusiasm in a
way that kept
the audience's
attention.

Individual used
a minimal
amount of
gestures, eye
contact,
tone/level of
voice, and
enthusiasm to
hold the
audience's
attention.

0

Statements,
responses,
and/or body
language were
consistently not
respectful.

Points
X3

X1

X3
Major points
brought up by the
debater were not
supported with
relevant facts,
statistics, and/or
examples. No
citations were
included.

Individual had a X 2
presentation style
that did not keep
the attention of
the audience.

Handouts
Back to avigation Bar

Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Hour:__________________________

Primary Source Analysis Worksheet
Please answer the following in complete sentences. If more room is needed please write on the back of the
worksheet.
1) What is this source?

2) What is going on when the source was created?

3) Who is the author?

4) Why was the source created?

5) Who is the audience for the source?

6) Is their bias with this source? Identify the bias.

7) Why is it significant?

Southern Secession Assignment
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to acclimate yourself with some
of the documents used to determine if states should secede from the United
States of America and join the confederacy. You’re goal is to look over a
multitude of primary sources and specifically analyze two of them for which you
will become experts on and share back to your group. From there you must
decide should Louisiana secede from the Union. After analyzing the sources you
must write a letter to the editor stating if Louisiana should secede using any
class notes and information from the primary sources. Your letter should be no
more than one page. You will be presenting your findings to the class in a speech
that will be no more than two minutes.

Southern Secession Assignment
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to acclimate yourself with some
of the documents used to determine if states should secede from the United
States of America and join the confederacy. You’re goal is to look over a
multitude of primary sources and specifically analyze two of them for which you
will become experts on and share back to your group. From there you must
decide should Louisiana secede from the Union. After analyzing the sources you
must write a letter to the editor stating if Louisiana should secede using any
class notes and information from the primary sources. Your letter should be no
more than one page. You will be presenting your findings to the class in a speech
that will be no more than two minutes.

Handout: Confederate States of America - Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the
Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union

The people of the State of South Carolina, in Convention assembled, on the 26th day of April, A.D., 1852, declared
that the frequent violations of the Constitution of the United States, by the Federal Government, and its
encroachments upon the reserved rights of the States, fully justified this State in then withdrawing from the Federal
Union; but in deference to the opinions and wishes of the other slaveholding States, she forbore at that time to
exercise this right. Since that time, these encroachments have continued to increase, and further forbearance ceases to
be a virtue.
And now the State of South Carolina having resumed her separate and equal place among nations, deems it due to
herself, to the remaining United States of America, and to the nations of the world, that she should declare the
immediate causes which have led to this act.
In the year 1765, that portion of the British Empire embracing Great Britain, undertook to make laws for the
government of that portion composed of the thirteen American Colonies. A struggle for the right of self-government
ensued, which resulted, on the 4th of July, 1776, in a Declaration, by the Colonies, "that they are, and of right ought to
be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; and that, as free and independent States, they have full power to levy
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent
States may of right do."
They further solemnly declared that whenever any "form of government becomes destructive of the ends for which it
was established, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new government." Deeming the
Government of Great Britain to have become destructive of these ends, they declared that the Colonies "are absolved
from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain
is, and ought to be, totally dissolved."
In pursuance of this Declaration of Independence, each of the thirteen States proceeded to exercise its separate
sovereignty; adopted for itself a Constitution, and appointed officers for the administration of government in all its
departments-- Legislative, Executive and Judicial. For purposes of defense, they united their arms and their counsels;
and, in 1778, they entered into a League known as the Articles of Confederation, whereby they agreed to entrust the
administration of their external relations to a common agent, known as the Congress of the United States, expressly
declaring, in the first Article "that each State retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every power,
jurisdiction and right which is not, by this Confederation, expressly delegated to the United States in Congress
assembled."
Under this Confederation the war of the Revolution was carried on, and on the 3rd of September, 1783, the contest
ended, and a definite Treaty was signed by Great Britain, in which she acknowledged the independence of the
Colonies in the following terms: "ARTICLE 1-- His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz: New
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to be FREE,
SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that he treats with them as such; and for himself, his heirs and
successors, relinquishes all claims to the government, propriety and territorial rights of the same and every part
thereof."
Thus were established the two great principles asserted by the Colonies, namely: the right of a State to govern itself;
and the right of a people to abolish a Government when it becomes destructive of the ends for which it was instituted.
And concurrent with the establishment of these principles, was the fact, that each Colony became and was recognized
by the mother Country a FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATE.

In 1787, Deputies were appointed by the States to revise the Articles of Confederation, and on 17th September, 1787,
these Deputies recommended for the adoption of the States, the Articles of Union, known as the Constitution of the
United States.
The parties to whom this Constitution was submitted, were the several sovereign States; they were to agree or
disagree, and when nine of them agreed the compact was to take effect among those concurring; and the General
Government, as the common agent, was then invested with their authority.
If only nine of the thirteen States had concurred, the other four would have remained as they then were-- separate,
sovereign States, independent of any of the provisions of the Constitution. In fact, two of the States did not accede to
the Constitution until long after it had gone into operation among the other eleven; and during that interval, they each
exercised the functions of an independent nation.
By this Constitution, certain duties were imposed upon the several States, and the exercise of certain of their powers
was restrained, which necessarily implied their continued existence as sovereign States. But to remove all doubt, an
amendment was added, which declared that the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people. On the 23d May , 1788, South
Carolina, by a Convention of her People, passed an Ordinance assenting to this Constitution, and afterwards altered
her own Constitution, to conform herself to the obligations she had undertaken.
Thus was established, by compact between the States, a Government with definite objects and powers, limited to the
express words of the grant. This limitation left the whole remaining mass of power subject to the clause reserving it to
the States or to the people, and rendered unnecessary any specification of reserved rights.
We hold that the Government thus established is subject to the two great principles asserted in the Declaration of
Independence; and we hold further, that the mode of its formation subjects it to a third fundamental principle, namely:
the law of compact. We maintain that in every compact between two or more parties, the obligation is mutual; that the
failure of one of the contracting parties to perform a material part of the agreement, entirely releases the obligation of
the other; and that where no arbiter is provided, each party is remitted to his own judgment to determine the fact of
failure, with all its consequences.
In the present case, that fact is established with certainty. We assert that fourteen of the States have deliberately
refused, for years past, to fulfill their constitutional obligations, and we refer to their own Statutes for the proof.
The Constitution of the United States, in its fourth Article, provides as follows: "No person held to service or labor in
one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be
discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up, on claim of the party to whom such service or labor
may be due."
This stipulation was so material to the compact, that without it that compact would not have been made. The greater
number of the contracting parties held slaves, and they had previously evinced their estimate of the value of such a
stipulation by making it a condition in the Ordinance for the government of the territory ceded by Virginia, which
now composes the States north of the Ohio River.
The same article of the Constitution stipulates also for rendition by the several States of fugitives from justice from
the other States.
The General Government, as the common agent, passed laws to carry into effect these stipulations of the States. For
many years these laws were executed. But an increasing hostility on the part of the non-slaveholding States to the
institution of slavery, has led to a disregard of their obligations, and the laws of the General Government have ceased
to effect the objects of the Constitution. The States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut,

Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, have enacted laws which
either nullify the Acts of Congress or render useless any attempt to execute them. In many of these States the fugitive
is discharged from service or labor claimed, and in none of them has the State Government complied with the
stipulation made in the Constitution. The State of New Jersey, at an early day, passed a law in conformity with her
constitutional obligation; but the current of anti-slavery feeling has led her more recently to enact laws which render
inoperative the remedies provided by her own law and by the laws of Congress. In the State of New York even the
right of transit for a slave has been denied by her tribunals; and the States of Ohio and Iowa have refused to surrender
to justice fugitives charged with murder, and with inciting servile insurrection in the State of Virginia. Thus the
constituted compact has been deliberately broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding States, and the
consequence follows that South Carolina is released from her obligation.
The ends for which the Constitution was framed are declared by itself to be "to form a more perfect union, establish
justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity."
These ends it endeavored to accomplish by a Federal Government, in which each State was recognized as an equal,
and had separate control over its own institutions. The right of property in slaves was recognized by giving to free
persons distinct political rights, by giving them the right to represent, and burthening them with direct taxes for threefifths of their slaves; by authorizing the importation of slaves for twenty years; and by stipulating for the rendition of
fugitives from labor.
We affirm that these ends for which this Government was instituted have been defeated, and the Government itself
has been made destructive of them by the action of the non-slaveholding States. Those States have assume the right of
deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions; and have denied the rights of property established in fifteen
of the States and recognized by the Constitution; they have denounced as sinful the institution of slavery; they have
permitted open establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object is to disturb the peace and to eloign the
property of the citizens of other States. They have encouraged and assisted thousands of our slaves to leave their
homes; and those who remain, have been incited by emissaries, books and pictures to servile insurrection.
For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it has now secured to its aid the power of the
common Government. Observing the forms of the Constitution, a sectional party has found within that Article
establishing the Executive Department, the means of subverting the Constitution itself. A geographical line has been
drawn across the Union, and all the States north of that line have united in the election of a man to the high office of
President of the United States, whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with the
administration of the common Government, because he has declared that that "Government cannot endure
permanently half slave, half free," and that the public mind must rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of
ultimate extinction.
This sectional combination for the submersion of the Constitution, has been aided in some of the States by elevating
to citizenship, persons who, by the supreme law of the land, are incapable of becoming citizens; and their votes have
been used to inaugurate a new policy, hostile to the South, and destructive of its beliefs and safety.
On the 4th day of March next, this party will take possession of the Government. It has announced that the South shall
be excluded from the common territory, that the judicial tribunals shall be made sectional, and that a war must be
waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the United States.
The guaranties of the Constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The
slaveholding States will no longer have the power of self-government, or self-protection, and the Federal Government
will have become their enemy.

Sectional interest and animosity will deepen the irritation, and all hope of remedy is rendered vain, by the fact that
public opinion at the North has invested a great political error with the sanction of more erroneous religious belief.
We, therefore, the People of South Carolina, by our delegates in Convention assembled, appealing to the Supreme
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly declared that the Union heretofore existing
between this State and the other States of North America, is dissolved, and that the State of South Carolina has
resumed her position among the nations of the world, as a separate and independent State; with full power to levy
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent
States may of right do.

Handout: Congressional Scales a True Balance

A satire on President Zachary Taylor's attempts to balance Southern and Northern interests on the question of slavery
in 1850. Taylor stands atop a pair of scales, with a weight in each hand; the weight on the left reads "Wilmot Proviso"
and the one on the right "Southern Rights." Below, the scales are evenly balanced, with several members of Congress,
including Henry Clay in the tray on the left, and others, among them Lewis Cass and John Calhoun, on the right.
Taylor says, "Who said I would not make a "NO PARTY" President? I defy you to show any party action here." One
legislator on the left sings, "How much do you weigh? Eight dollars a day. Whack fol de rol!" Another states, "My
patience is as inexhaustible as the public treasury." A congressman on the right says, "We can wait as long as they
can." On the ground, at right, John Bull observes, "That's like what we calls in old Hingland, a glass of 'alf and 'alf."

Handout: Forcing Slavery Down the Throat of a Freesoiler

Handouts: Senator Hunter on Secession

Handout: The Battle Cry of the South

Handout: The Folly of Secession

South Carolina struggles against the outgoing Buchanan administration in an attempt to "smash the Union up!" The
artist uses the age-old pictorial conceit of two parties pulling on the different ends of a cow, while a man in the middle
(in this case identified as "Georgia") happily milks the beast. The cow is emblazoned with the statement, "The Union.
I have a good Constitution, and can stand a pretty strong pull!" The cartoon no doubt refers to South Carolina
governor Francis Pickens's attempts early in 1861 to attract other Southern states to the secessionist cause. The artist
clearly sympathizes with James Buchanan's efforts to preserve the Union. As Pickens expresses his intent Buchanan
vows, "Not if I can prevent it governor!" The cow also speaks, "Governor, if you pull too hard on my tail, I'll kick you
into the Atlantic Ocean." Toombs chimes in, "Pull away boys!! Georgia will get the cream of this joke!!" as he draws
milk into a pail labeled "City of Savannah." The artist may be referring to Georgia's exploitation of the conflict to
seize federal Fort Pulaski at Savannah on January 3. (Georgia's perfidy is cited again in "The Southern Confederacy A
Fact!!!," no. 1861-22.) Although the print has no imprint it is, as Weitenkampf asserts, clearly the work of Currier &
Ives.

Handout: The Political Quadrille

A general parody on the 1860 presidential contest, highlighting the impact of the Dred Scott decision on the race.
That controversial decision, handed down in 1857 by Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, ruled that neither the federal
government nor territorial governments could prohibit slavery in the territories. The burning question of the future of
slavery in the United States was addressed by several of the contenders during the 1860 race. Here the four
presidential candidates dance with members of their supposed respective constituencies. The music is fiddled by Dred
Scott, the former slave whose suit precipitated the court's decision. Scott sits on a chair at center. In the upper left is
Southern Democrat John C. Breckinridge. He is paired with Democratic incumbent and ally James Buchanan,
depicted as a goat or (as he was nicknamed) "Buck." At the upper right Republican Abraham Lincoln prances arm-inarm with a black woman, a pejorative reference to his party's alignment with the abolitionists. At lower right
Constitutional Union party candidate John Bell dances with an Indian brave. This pairing is puzzling but may allude
to Bell's brief flirtation with Native American interests. (For one instance of the use of the Indian as a nativist symbol
see "Know Nothing Soap," no. 1854-3.) At lower left Stephen A. Douglas dances with a ragged Irishman. Associated
with Douglas in several cartoons (see "The Undecided Political Prize Fight," no. 1860-22) the Irishman, here wearing
a cross, may be intended as a reference to Douglas's backing among Irish immigrants and allegations of the
candidate's Catholicism. "The Political Quadrille's" stylistic similarity to the "Undecided Political Prize Fight" and
"Dividing The National Map" (nos. 1860-22 and 1860-24) suggests a common authorship.

Handout: The Reign of Terror in Kanzas

Handout: The Wilmot Proviso

Provided that, as an express and fundamental condition to the acquisition of any territory from the Republic of
Mexico by the United States, by virtue of any treaty which may be negotiated between them, and to the use by the
Executive of the moneys herein appropriated, neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist in any part of
said territory, except for crime, whereof the party shall first be duly convicted

Handout: Transcript of the Compromise of 18501
CLAY'S RESOLUTIOS January 29, 1850
It being desirable, for the peace, concord, and harmony of the Union of these States, to settle and adjust amicably all
existing questions of controversy between them arising out of the institution of slavery upon a fair, equitable and just
basis: therefore,
1. Resolved, That California, with suitable boundaries, ought, upon her application to be admitted as one of the States
of this Union, without the imposition by Congress of any restriction in respect to the exclusion or introduction of
slavery within those boundaries.
2. Resolved, That as slavery does not exist by law, and is not likely to be introduced into any of the territory acquired
by the United States from the republic of Mexico, it is inexpedient for Congress to provide by law either for its
introduction into, or exclusion from, any part of the said territory; and that appropriate territorial governments ought
to be established by Congress in all of the said territory , not assigned as the boundaries of the proposed State of
California, without the adoption of any restriction or condition on the subject of slavery.
3. Resolved, That the western boundary of the State of Texas ought to be fixed on the Rio del Norte, ommencing one
marine league from its mouth, and running up that river to the southern line of New Mexico; thence with that line
eastwardly, and so continuing in the same direction to the line as established between the United States and Spain,
excluding any portion of New Mexico, whether lying on the east or west of that river.
4. Resolved, That it be proposed to the State of Texas, that the United States will provide for the payment of all that
portion of the legitimate and bona fide public debt of that State contracted prior to its annexation to the United States,
and for which the duties on foreign imports were pledged by the said State to its creditors, not exceeding the sum ofdollars, in consideration of the said duties so pledged having been no longer applicable to that object after the said
annexation, but having thenceforward become payable to the United States; and upon the condition, also, that the said
State of Texas shall, by some solemn and authentic act of her legislature or of a convention, relinquish to the United
States any claim which it has to any part of New Mexico.
5. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia whilst that institution continues to
exist in the State of Maryland, without the consent of that State, without the consent of the people of the District, and
without just compensation to the owners of slaves within the District.
6. But, resolved, That it is expedient to prohibit, within the District, the slave trade in slaves brought into it from
States or places beyond the limits of the District, either to be sold therein as merchandise, or to be transported to other
markets without the District of Columbia.
7. Resolved, That more effectual provision ought to be made by law, according to the
requirement of the constitution, for the restitution and delivery of persons bound to service or labor in any State, who
may escape into any other State or Territory in the Union. And,
8. Resolved, That Congress has no power to promote or obstruct the trade in slaves between the slaveholding States;
but that the admission or exclusion of slaves brought from one into another of them, depends exclusively upon their
own particular laws.
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Selected passage for complete document click on the photograph attached on Document Chart

An Act to amend, and supplementary to, the Act entitled "An Act respecting Fugitives from Justice, and Persons
escaping from the Service of their Masters," approved February twelfth, one thousand seven hundred and ninetythree.
SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That when a person held to service or labor in any State or Territory of the United
States, has heretofore or shall hereafter escape into another State or Territory of the United States, the person or
persons to whom such service or labor may be due, or his, her, or their agent or attorney, duly authorized, by power of
attorney, in writing, acknowledged and certified under the seal of some legal officer or court of the State or Territory
in which the same may be executed, may pursue and reclaim such fugitive person, either by procuring a warrant from
some one of the courts, judges, or commissioners aforesaid, of the proper circuit, district, or county, for the
apprehension of such fugitive from service or labor, or by seizing and arresting such fugitive, where the same can be
done without process, and by taking, or causing such person to be taken, forthwith before such court, judge, or
commissioner, whose duty it shall be to hear and determine the case of such claimant in a summary manner; and upon
satisfactory proof being made, by deposition or affidavit, in writing, to be taken and certified by such court, judge, or
commissioner, or by other satisfactory testimony, duly taken and certified by some court, magistrate, justice of the
peace, or other legal officer authorized to administer an oath and take depositions under the laws of the State or
Territory from which such person owing service or labor may have escaped, with a certificate of such magistracy or
other authority, as aforesaid, with the seal of the proper court or officer thereto attached, which seal shall be sufficient
to establish the competency of the proof, and with proof, also by affidavit, of the identity of the person whose service
or labor is claimed to be due as aforesaid, that the person so arrested does in fact owe service or labor to the person or
persons claiming him or her, in the State or Territory from which such fugitive may have escaped as aforesaid, and
that said person escaped, to make out and deliver to such claimant, his or her agent or attorney, a certificate setting
forth the substantial facts as to the service or labor due from such fugitive to the claimant, and of his or her escape
from the State or Territory in which such service or labor was due, to the State or Territory in which he or she was
arrested, with authority to such claimant, or his or her agent or attorney, to use such reasonable force and restraint as
may be necessary, under the circumstances of the case, to take and remove such fugitive person back to the State or
Territory whence he or she may have escaped as aforesaid. In no trial or hearing under this act shall the testimony of
such alleged fugitive be admitted in evidence; and the certificates in this and the first [ fourth] section mentioned,
shall be conclusive of the right of the person or persons in whose favor granted, to remove such fugitive to the State
or Territory from which he escaped, and shall prevent all molestation of such person or persons by any process issued
by any court judge, magistrate, or other person whomsoever.
SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person who shall knowingly and willingly obstruct, hinder, or prevent
such claimant, his agent or attorney, or any person or persons lawfully assisting him, her, or them, from arresting such
a fugitive from service or labor, either with or without process as aforesaid, or shall rescue, or attempt to rescue such
fugitive from service or labor, from the custody of such claimant, his or her agent or attorney, or other person or
persons lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so arrested, pursuant to the authority herein given and declared; or shall
aid, abet, or assist such person so owing service or labor as aforesaid, directly or indirectly, to escape from such
claimant, his agent or attorney, or other person or persons legally authorized as aforesaid; or shall harbor or conceal
such fugitive, so as to prevent the discovery and arrest of such person, after notice or knowledge of the fact that such
person was a fugitive from service or labor as aforesaid, shall, for either of said offences, be subject to a fine not
exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding six months, by indictment and conviction before the
District Court of the United States for the district in which such offence may have been committed, or before the
proper court of criminal jurisdiction, if committed within anyone of the organized Territories of the United States; and
shall moreover forfeit and pay, by way of civil damages to the party injured by such illegal conduct, the sum of one
thousand dollars, for each fugitive so lost as aforesaid, to be recovered by action of debt, in any of the District or
Territorial Courts aforesaid, within whose jurisdiction the said offence may have been committed.
SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That, upon affidavit made by the claimant of such fugitive, his agent or attorney,
after such certificate has been issued, that he has reason to apprehend that such fugitive will be rescued by force from
his or their possession before he can be taken beyond the limits of the State in which the arrest is made, it shall be the

duty of the officer making the arrest to retain such fugitive in his custody, and to remove him to the State whence he
fled, and there to deliver him to said claimant, his agent, or attorney. And to this end, the officer aforesaid is hereby
authorized and required to employ so many persons as he may deem necessary to overcome such force, and to retain
them in his service so long as circumstances may require. The said officer and his assistants, while so employed, to
receive the same compensation, and to be allowed the same expenses, as are now allowed by law for transportation of
criminals, to be certified by the judge of the district within which the arrest is made, and paid out of the treasury of the
United States.
SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That when any person held to service or labor in any State or Territory, or in the
District of Columbia, shall escape therefrom, the party to whom such service or labor shall be due, his, her, or their
agent or attorney, may apply to any court of record therein, or judge thereof in vacation, and make satisfactory proof
to such court, or judge in vacation, of the escape aforesaid, and that the person escaping owed service or labor to such
party. Whereupon the court shall cause a record to be made of the matters so proved, and also a general description of
the person so escaping, with such convenient certainty as may be; and a transcript of such record, authenticated by the
attestation of the clerk and of the seal of the said court, being produced in any other State, Territory, or district in
which the person so escaping may be found, and being exhibited to any judge, commissioner, or other officer
authorized by the law of the United States to cause persons escaping from service or labor to be delivered up, shall be
held and taken to be full and conclusive evidence of the fact of escape, and that the service or labor of the person
escaping is due to the party in such record mentioned. And upon the production by the said party of other and further
evidence if necessary, either oral or by affidavit, in addition to what is contained in the said record of the identity of
the person escaping, he or she shall be delivered up to the claimant. And the said court, commissioner, judge, or other
person authorized by this act to grant certificates to claimants of fugitives, shall, upon the production of the record
and other evidences aforesaid, grant to such claimant a certificate of his right to take any such person identified and
proved to be owing service or labor as aforesaid, which certificate shall authorize such claimant to seize or arrest and
transport such person to the State or Territory from wbich he escaped: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall
be construed as requiring the production of a transcript of such record as evidence as aforesaid. But in its absence the
claim shall be heard and determined upon other satisfactory proofs, competent in law.
An Act to suppress the Slave Trade in the District of Columbia.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That from and after the first day of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, it shall not be lawful to bring into the
District of Columbia any slave whatever, for the purpose of being sold, or for the purpose of being placed in depot, to
be subsequently transferred to any other State or place to be sold as merchandize. And if any slave shall be brought
into the said District by its owner, or by the authority or consent of its owner, contrary to the provisions of this act,
such slave shall thereupon become liberated and free.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for each of the corporations of the cities of
Washington and Georgetown, from time to time, and as often as may be necessary, to abate, break up, and abolish any
depot or place of confinement of slaves brought into the said District as merchandize, contrary to the provisions of
this act, by such appropriate means as may appear to either of the said corporations expedient and proper. And the
same power is hereby vested in the Levy Court of Washington county, if any attempt shall be made, within its
jurisdictional limits, to establish a depot or place of confinement for slaves brought into the said District as
merchandize for sale contrary to this act.

Handout: Transcript of the Missouri Compromise2
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled,
That the inhabitants of that portion of the Missouri territory included within the boundaries herein after designated,
be, and they are hereby, authorized to form for themselves a constitution and state government, and to assume such
name as they shall deem proper; and the said state, when formed, shall be admitted into the Union, upon an equal
footing with the original states, in all respects whatsoever.
SEC. 8. And be it further enacted. That in all that territory ceded by France to the United States, under the name of
Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, not included within the limits of the
state, contemplated by this act, slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes,
whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, shall be, and is hereby, forever prohibited: Provided always, That
any person escaping into the same, from whom labour or service is lawfully claimed, in any state or territory of the
United States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labour or
service as aforesaid.
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