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Using Library of Congress primary resources, students will analyze how the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001, have changed American domestic and international
policies and the of attitudes of individual Americans.
Overview/ Materials/LOC Resources/Standards/ Procedures/Evaluation/Rubric/Handouts/Extension

Overview
Objectives

Recommended time frame
Grade level
Curriculum fit
Materials

Back to avigation Bar

Students will:
• Create a timeline of the events that occurred on
9/11
• Compare and contrast eyewitness and media-witness
accounts
• Evaluate changes in America’s attitudes and
domestic and foreign policies as a result of the
terrorist attacks
2-3 55 minute class periods
9-12
Social Studies
Access to computers/labs/printers and Library of
Congress website: www.loc.gov
For teachers:
What are Primary Documents:
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/
September 11, 2001, Documentary Project:
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connec
tions/september11/file.html
Witness and Response: September 11 Acquisitions at
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the Library of Congress:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/
9/11 Digital Archive (background information):
http://911digitalarchive.org/faqs.php
(Individual cartoons, etc., will be noted below in the
plan area.)
Analysis forms:
Cartoon Analysis Worksheet
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/
cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf
Sound Recording Analysis Worksheet
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/s
sound_recording_analysis_worksheet.pdf
Photograph Analysis Worksheet
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/
photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf
Motion Picture Analysis Worksheet
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/
motion_picture_analysis_worksheet.pdf

Michigan State Learning Standards
•
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Social Studies:

9.2.2 9/11 and Responses to Terrorism – Analyze
how the attacks on 9/11 and the response to
terrorism have altered American domestic and
international policies (including e.g., the Office
of Homeland Security, Patriot Act, wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq, role of the United States
in the United Nations, NATO).
(National Geography Standard 13, p. 210)
Integrated GLCEs
• AASL 2009 21st Standards 1.1.5 Evaluate information found
in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity,
appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural
context.

METS
9-12.RI. Research and Information Literacy—By the
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end of grade 12 each student will:
9-12.RI.4. distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and

inference
9-12.CT. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and
Decision Making —By the end of grade 12 each student
will:
9-12.CT.3. devise a research question or hypothesis using

information and communication technology resources,
analyze
the findings to make a decision based on the findings, and
report the results

Procedures
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Day One:
(For Teachers: Access the September 11, 2001,
Documentary Project at:
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/con
nections/september11/file.html )
• Ask students what they remember or have heard
about the events of 9/11. Show a picture from
each site from the Library of Congress website:
World Trade Center:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/01810rth.jpg
Pentagon:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/01748rth.jpg
Shanksville, PA:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/00037rth.jpg
Students will then go to the computer lab and check
http://911digitalarchive.org/faqs.php for
background information and a timeline. Students
make their own timeline using a computer program
of their choice for background.
Day Two/Three:
Students will go to the computer lab (or use laptops,
etc.) and evaluate a number of items from the
Library of Congress September 11, 2001, collections.
Analysis forms are attached. Students may work
with a partner. Web site locations can be distributed
to the students electronically.
Cartoons: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/th01883r.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/th-01968r.jpg
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Photographs:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/01813r.jpg
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/afc2001015.ph804
Motion Picture:

(Watch the first 3-4 minutes describing the

project)

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/911-folklife.html
(Click on the video presentation with Ann Hoog)
Sound Recordings (Interviews):
Listen to 10 or more of your choice. Choose some
which are eyewitness and some who experienced the
event via the media.
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/911_archive/
title_sound_recording.html
Small group and classroom discussion should take place
as a follow-up and for clarification/understanding.

Evaluation
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1. Evaluation sheets and the Timeline should be
turned in. (Rubric attached.)
2. Using the evaluation sheets for examples and
support of your points and including other
information you have about the effects and
aftermath of 9/11, write a paper illustrating the
changes and responses in the American outlook,
life and domestic and international policies as a
result of the events of 9/11. Some questions to
consider may be: are Americans more or less
willing to be involved in international conflicts?
What price freedom? Are we more willing to
give up some civil liberties in exchange for
security? Your paper should be at least 2 pages,
double spaced, and in 12 pt. font. (Rubric
attached.)

Extension
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After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, an interview project
entitled After the Day of Infamy: "Man-on-the-Street"
Interviews Following the Attack on Pearl Harbor
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afcphhtml/afcphhome.ht
ml was done collecting reactions of ordinary Americans.
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From these interviews, 2 radio programs with a variety
of opinions were produced using the interviews as a
basis.
Using the interviews from the September 11 collection,
create a 10-15 minute retrospective radio news story
weaving in a variety of interviews and viewpoints based
around a theme of your choice. You will need to listen
to a variety of interviews, choose a theme to focus on,
select excerpts to illustrate your points, and write transitions and a conclusion. You may work with a partner.
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Primary Resources from the Library of Congress
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Replace this text with the resource table you generated while managing the primary
resources used in this learning experience. You can do this by selecting the entire table at
once and copying it to your computer’s temporary memory, (i.e., clipboard) then pasting
it here.
Photographs from the sites:
World Trade Center: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/01810r-th.jpg
Pentagon: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/01748r-th.jpg
Shanksville, PA: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/00037r-th.jpg

Cartoons to be used for analysis:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/th-01883r.jpg
Tony Auth, Another victim of
Bin Laden's terror, October 11, 2001.
Ink and porous point pen on paper
Gift of the Artist
Prints and Photographs Division(181)
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/th-01968r.jpg
Ann Telnaes,
We interrupt our regularly scheduled
programming to bring you reality, 2001.
Ink and opaque white over blue pencil on paper.
© 2001 Tribune Media Services, Inc., all rights reserved
Gift of the Artist
Prints and Photographs Division (180)

Photographs to be used for analysis:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/images/01813r.jpg

Don Halasy, [Man covered in ashes assisting and walking with woman holding a particle
mask to her face], 2001
Inkjet print
Gift of Thomas B. and
Katherine B. Martin
Prints and Photographs Division
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/afc2001015.ph804
Item Title: The Soldier. Photographer: David Duncan. 2001

Sound Recording link (for the interviews):
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/911_archive/title_sound_recording.html
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Movie link from the American Folklife Center:
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/911-folklife.html
Ann Hoog talks about the project.
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Rubric
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Research Report : 9/11 and Beyond
Teacher Name:

Student Name:
CATEGORY

________________________________________

4

3

2

1

Organization

Information is
very organized
with wellconstructed
paragraphs and
subheadings.

Information is
organized with
well-constructed
paragraphs.

Information is
organized, but
paragraphs are
not wellconstructed.

The information
appears to be
disorganized. 8)

Amount of
Information

All topics are
addressed and all
questions
answered with at
least 2 sentences
about each.

All topics are
addressed and
most questions
answered with at
least 2 sentences
about each.

All topics are
One or more
addressed, and
topics were not
most questions
addressed.
answered with 1
sentence about
each.

Quality of
Information

Information
clearly relates to
the main topic. It
includes several
supporting
details and/or
examples.

Information
clearly relates to
the main topic. It
provides 1-2
supporting
details and/or
examples.

Information
clearly relates to
the main topic.
No details and/or
examples are
given.

Information has
little or nothing
to do with the
main topic.

Internet Use

Successfully uses
suggested
internet links to
find information
and navigates
within these sites
easily without
assistance.

Usually able to
use suggested
internet links to
find information
and navigates
within these sites
easily without
assistance.

Occasionally
able to use
suggested
internet links to
find information
and navigates
within these sites
easily without
assistance.

Needs assistance
or supervision to
use suggested
internet links
and/or to
navigate within
these sites.
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Paragraph
Construction

All paragraphs
include
introductory
sentence,
explanations or
details, and
concluding
sentence.

Most paragraphs
include
introductory
sentence,
explanations or
details, and
concluding
sentence.

Paragraphs
included related
information but
were typically
not constructed
well.

Paragraphing
structure was not
clear and
sentences were
not typically
related within the
paragraphs.

Mechanics

No grammatical,
spelling or
punctuation
errors.

Almost no
grammatical,
spelling or
punctuation
errors

A few
grammatical
spelling, or
punctuation
errors.

Many
grammatical,
spelling, or
punctuation
errors.

Date Created: July 24, 2011

Copyright © 2000-2007 Advanced Learning Technologies in Education Consortia ALTEC
To view information about the Privacy Policies and the Terms of Use, please go to the following web address:
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=TermsOfUse
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Name:_________________________

Timeline : 9/11 Timeline
4

3

2

1

Content/Facts

Facts were accurate
for all events
reported on the
timeline.

Facts were accurate
for almost all events
reported on the
timeline.

Facts were accurate
for most (~75%) of
the events reported
on the timeline.

Facts were often
inaccurate for events
reported on the
timeline.

Readability

The overall
appearance of the
timeline is pleasing
and easy to read.

The overall
The timeline is
appearance of the
relatively readable.
timeline is somewhat
pleasing and easy to
read.

Learning of
Content

The student can
accurately describe
75% (or more) of the
events on the
timeline without
refering to it and can
quickly determine
which of two events
occurred first.

The student can
accurately describe
50% of the events on
the timeline without
refering to it and can
quickly determine
which of two events
occurred first.

The student can
describe any event
on the timeline if
allowed to refer to it
and can determine
which of two events
occurred first.

Spelling and
Capitalization

Spelling and
capitalization were
checked by another
student and are
correct throughout.

Spelling and
capitalization were
checked by another
student and were
mostly correct .

Spelling and
There were many
capitalization were
spelling and
mostly correct, but
capitalization errors.
were not checked by
another student.

CATEGORY

The timeline is
difficult to read.

The student cannot
use the timeline
effectively to
describe events nor
to compare events.

Date Created: July 27, 2011
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Handouts
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Here are some more questions to consider:
•
•
•
•

•

What events does each of the eyewitnesses recount? How are their accounts different? How are they similar?
What role did technology play in how the eyewitnesses experienced the events of September 11? In what
ways, if any, did technology help people? In what ways, if any, did technology fail to help people?
What emotional responses do the eyewitnesses describe? Which emotions seemed to be the most commonly
experienced immediately after the attacks? Which were most common days or weeks after the events?
How do the eyewitness accounts add to your understanding of what you previously knew about the events of
September 11, whether from seeing the events on television, reading about them, or learning about them in
school? Describe what you believe to be the unique value of eyewitness accounts of major historical events.
What do these accounts reveal about the values of the individuals describing the events of the morning of
September 11? How might these values affect the way in which they recall the events? What other factors
might affect their recollection of the events?

In comparison, those that learned of the event through the media had a different experience. Consider these
questions:
•
•
•
•

Compare the psychological and emotional responses of these individuals with those of eyewitnesses. What
similarities do you note? What differences?
Do people’s emotions and fears seem to vary according to where they lived—in the country’s interior or near a
coast, in a small town or a big city?
What are these interviewees’ perspectives on the media’s coverage of the events?
How do you, as a listener and student of history, respond to the eyewitness accounts versus those of people
who watched the events on television? How might your response to the accounts influence the way you
construct a historic account of September 11?

